
PENTECOST 18 SEPTEMBER 27, 2026 

 

REAL REPENTANCE 
LOOKS DIFFERENT 

 

GRACE EV. LUTHERAN CHURCH & SCHOOL 
5600 West Palmaire Ave 
Glendale, Arizona 85301 
tel: 623-937-2010 
email: info@graceglendale.org 
web: https://www.graceglendale.org  



2 

WELCOME TO GRACE! 
We’re glad you’re here!  May the Word of God bring you comfort in Christ alone. 
You can follow along with the service using this worship folder or using the 
screens above the chancel. If you’re new here, below is some helpful information 
about our sanctuary and our worship… 

• Please reserve the BACK PEWS for parents with SMALL CHILDREN. 

• A PARENT’S ROOM with private changing area and restroom is available 
through the door at the back of the middle aisle. Windows from the room 
allow you to still watch the service and speakers allow you to hear as well. 
A volume control is available on the wall by the door. 

• Ask an usher to receive an AUDIO RECEIVER and HEADSET if you need 
hearing assistance in the sanctuary or Fellowship Hall. 

• RESTROOMS are available in the Narthex. Exit out of the north doors from 
the Sanctuary and go to the left. They are located in the alcove behind 
Luther’s Seal. 

• LARGE PRINT bulletins are available.  See an usher to receive one. 

• Visit our WEBSITE at http://www.graceglendale.org for additional 
information about our ministries and upcoming events. 

 

CONTACT US… 
Feel free to reach out 
directly to our office staff via 
email or telephone. 
Call 623-937-2010 and use 
the extension to the right.  

Rev. Mark Jacobson 
pastorjacobson@graceglendale.org 

x321 

Rev. Jasper Sellnow 
pastorsellnow@graceglendale.org 

x303 

Principal Jasper Sellnow 
principal@graceglendale.org 

x303 

Office Manager, Debbie Petersen 
officemanager@graceglendale.org 

x322 

School Office Manager, Monica Assaker 
massaker@graceglendale.org 

x326 

 Church Secretary 
secretary@graceglendale.org 

 

 

AT TODAY’S SERVICE… 
 Preaching Minister: Pastor Starr 
 Liturgist: Pastor Jacobson 
 Senior ushers: 8:00 AM – Bruce Rademacher 
  10:30 AM – Nash Beilke 
 Organist: Michael Wilde 
 A/V Team: 8:00 AM – Jon Scheel / Tracey Moreland 
  10:30 AM – Sam Jacobson 
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ABOUT THE THEME  
 

It might be expected for someone to look sorry when they are caught doing 
something wrong. You might even see tears and hear words of apology. But you 
might not be surprised if the shock of being caught wears off and so does the 
intensity of the repentance. 
 
Real repentance looks different. God doesn’t want us to simply go through 
religious motions like some sort of show. God’s desire is that our repentance 
would demonstrate sincere sorry over sin. It might be unexpected, but God wants 
us to see the grace and forgiveness he has shown us in Christ, and in response, 
to love him back deeply and sincerely. 
 

ORDER OF SERVICE Setting 2 
 

HYMN: LORD, HELP US WALK YOUR SERVANT WAY CW 737 
 
BAPTISM (8:00) CW 151 

Eloise Jane Cutlip 
 

Please stand 
 

INVOCATION 

In the name of the Father and of the T  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
 

CONFESSION 
Blessed are they whose transgressions are forgiven, whose sins are covered. 
Blessed are they whose sin the Lord does not count against them. 
  
Let us confess our sins to the Lord. 
Almighty and merciful Father, we have strayed from your ways like lost 
sheep. We have followed what we have devised and desired in our hearts. 
We have offended you and sinned against your holy law. We have done 
those things that we should not have done, and we have not done those 
things that we should have done. Have mercy on us, Lord! Spare us, 
forgive us, and restore us, according to your promises in Christ Jesus. 
 

Silence for meditation and reflection 
 

DECLARATION OF GRACE CW 173 
God, our merciful Father, has forgiven all our sins. He sent his Son, Jesus 
Christ, to be our Redeemer and Savior. Jesus paid the penalty for our guilt by 
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his death on the cross and freed us from death by his resurrection from the 
grave. We have peace with God now and forever. 
Amen. 

LORD, HAVE MERCY CW 174 
In peace let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
  

For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.  
Lord, have mercy. 
  

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and 
for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.  
Lord, have mercy. 
  

For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us 
pray to the Lord.  
Lord, have mercy. 
  

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.  
Amen. 
 

GLORY TO GOD IN THE HIGHEST CW 176 
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Tune: Marty Haugen 
Tune: © 1984 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 705990 

 
SALUTATION 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray. 
Mercifully grant, O God, that your Holy Spirit may in all things direct and rule 
our hearts, for without your help we are unable to please you; through your 
Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 

Please be seated 
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FIRST READING Ezekiel 18:1–4,25–32 
A strong warning to Christians who have grown dismissive of their sin. 

 1The word of the LORD came to me: 2“What do you people mean by quoting 
this proverb about the land of Israel: 

“ ‘The parents eat sour grapes, 
 and the children’s teeth are set on edge’? 

 3“As surely as I live, declares the Sovereign LORD, you will no longer quote 
this proverb in Israel. 4For everyone belongs to me, the parent as well as the 
child—both alike belong to me. The one who sins is the one who will die. 
 25“Yet you say, ‘The way of the Lord is not just.’ Hear, you Israelites: Is my 
way unjust? Is it not your ways that are unjust? 26If a righteous person turns 
from their righteousness and commits sin, they will die for it; because of the sin 
they have committed they will die. 27But if a wicked person turns away from the 
wickedness they have committed and does what is just and right, they will save 
their life. 28Because they consider all the offenses they have committed and turn 
away from them, that person will surely live; they will not die. 29Yet the Israelites 
say, ‘The way of the Lord is not just.’ Are my ways unjust, people of Israel? Is it 
not your ways that are unjust? 
 30“Therefore, you Israelites, I will judge each of you according to your own 
ways, declares the Sovereign LORD. Repent! Turn away from all your offenses; 
then sin will not be your downfall. 31Rid yourselves of all the offenses you have 
committed, and get a new heart and a new spirit. Why will you die, people of 
Israel? 32For I take no pleasure in the death of anyone, declares the Sovereign 
LORD. Repent and live! 
  

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

GRACE NOTES (8:00) "I Then Shall Live" 
GRADES 3-8 (10:30) "I Lift my Soul to You" (Psalm 25b) 

 
SECOND READING Philippians 2:1–11 
Moved by Christ’s love and empowered by the Spirit, we seek to imitate the 
humility of Jesus. 

 1Therefore if you have any encouragement from being united with Christ, if 
any comfort from his love, if any common sharing in the Spirit, if any tenderness 
and compassion, 2then make my joy complete by being like-minded, having the 
same love, being one in spirit and of one mind. 3Do nothing out of selfish 
ambition or vain conceit. Rather, in humility value others above yourselves, 4not 
looking to your own interests but each of you to the interests of the others. 
 5In your relationships with one another, have the same mindset as Christ 
Jesus: 
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6Who, being in very nature God, 
 did not consider equality with God something to be used to his own 
advantage; 
7rather, he made himself nothing 
 by taking the very nature of a servant, 
 being made in human likeness. 
8And being found in appearance as a man, 
 he humbled himself 
 by becoming obedient to death— 
  even death on a cross! 

9Therefore God exalted him to the highest place 
 and gave him the name that is above every name, 
10that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, 
 in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 
11and every tongue acknowledge that Jesus Christ is Lord, 
 to the glory of God the Father. 

  

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

Please stand 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION Psalm 51:17 

 

 

Tune: © 2010 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 705990 
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GOSPEL Matthew 21:23–32 
Sincere love for God involves not just saying what God wants to hear but 
doing what God wants done. 

 23Jesus entered the temple courts, and, while he was teaching, the chief 
priests and the elders of the people came to him. “By what authority are you 
doing these things?” they asked. “And who gave you this authority?” 
 24Jesus replied, “I will also ask you one question. If you answer me, I will tell 
you by what authority I am doing these things. 25John’s baptism—where did it 
come from? Was it from heaven, or of human origin?” 
 They discussed it among themselves and said, “If we say, ‘From heaven,’ he 
will ask, ‘Then why didn’t you believe him?’ 26But if we say, ‘Of human origin’—
we are afraid of the people, for they all hold that John was a prophet.” 
 27So they answered Jesus, “We don’t know.” 
 Then he said, “Neither will I tell you by what authority I am doing these things. 
 28“What do you think? There was a man who had two sons. He went to the 
first and said, ‘Son, go and work today in the vineyard.’ 
 29“ ‘I will not,’ he answered, but later he changed his mind and went. 
 30“Then the father went to the other son and said the same thing. He 
answered, ‘I will, sir,’ but he did not go. 
 31“Which of the two did what his father wanted?” 
 “The first,” they answered. 
 Jesus said to them, “Truly I tell you, the tax collectors and the prostitutes are 
entering the kingdom of God ahead of you. 32For John came to you to show you 
the way of righteousness, and you did not believe him, but the tax collectors 
and the prostitutes did. And even after you saw this, you did not repent and 
believe him. 
  

The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise be to you, O Christ! 
 

Please be seated 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY: AT THE NAME OF JESUS CW 547 
 (to the tune of 206) 

 
SERMON Ezekiel 18:1–4,25–32 

REAL REPENTANCE LOOKS DIFFERENT 
 

Please stand 
 

APOSTLES’ CREED 
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 
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I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by 
the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 
crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day he 
rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the 
right hand of God the Father Almighty. From there he will come to judge 
the living and the dead. 
  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of 
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 
everlasting. Amen. 
 

Please be seated 
 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
Eternal Lord, give us peace as we ponder the good news that you forgive our 
sins in Christ. Lead us to see clearly the path you have laid out for us. 
Work in us so that we believe and live the Word we have heard today. 
  
Provide courage and compassion to all who preach and teach your Word. Fill 
them with a love like yours as they proclaim your grace to us and all people. 
Move us to love all ministers of the Word wherever they serve. 
  
Guard and guide the families of our congregation. Lead husbands and wives to 
love each other with commitment, respect, and patience. Help parents to grasp 
the eternal value of keeping their children close to Jesus all their lives. Grant joy 
to those who are single, and make them a blessing to others. 
Protect us from the temptations that surround us; give us pure hearts and 
minds. 
  
Provide wisdom and insight to those who make laws and set policies. Give us 
respect for those who protect us from crime. Lead us to value the rights of our 
fellow citizens and to defend those who cannot defend themselves. 
Bless our land with peace and prosperity so that the gospel may be 
proclaimed to all. 
  
Give us passion to share the story of your love with our family and friends. 
Overcome unbelief, and open the hearts of people everywhere to believe the 
good news that Jesus has forgiven their sins and opened the gates of heaven. 
Fill us with joy over every sinner who repents and comes to trust in you. 
  
Extend your healing power to those who are sick and suffering in body or mind. 
Give patience and compassion to all who care for the sick and dying. 
Lift the eyes of the distressed to your love in Christ. 
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Special Intercessions 

  
Gracious God, you govern and direct all things and you love all people. Hear 
our prayers, spoken and silent, and answer them in your wisdom and grace. 
In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen. 

OFFERINGS OF LOVE TO OUR LORD 
Please complete the "Welcome to Grace" register in your pew at this time. 
 

HYMN: BAPTISMAL WATERS COVER ME CW 657 
 

Please stand 
 

PRAYER 
Amen. 
 

LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your 
will be done on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive 
us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us. Lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the 
glory are yours now and forever. Amen. 
 

BLESSING 
The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look on you with favor and T  give you peace. 
Amen. 
 

Please be seated 
 

HYMN: LORD, DISMISS US WITH YOUR BLESSING CW 927 
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Grace Groups 
Gathering Together Around God’s Word 

 

REAL REPENTANCE LOOKS DIFFERENT Ezekiel 18:1–4,25–32 

 
How is God drawing me into this text and meditation today? 

                                         

 

 
 
Based on this text and preaching, what does God want me to know?     

                                         

 

 
 
Based on this text and preaching, what does God want me to believe?   

                                         

 

 
 
Based on this text and preaching, what does God want me to do?  

                                         

 

 
 
How will the Word of God I heard today affect the prayers God hears from me this 
week?                                         

 

 

 
 


