LENT 4 MARCH 15, 2026

exactly
what 1 need

SIGHT

raceglendale.ory
, !

K gty

GRACE EV. LUTHERAN CHURCH & SCHOOL
5600 West Palmaire Ave

Glendale, Arizona 85301 /ﬁ- N
tel: 623-937-2010 W E L S
email: info@graceglendale.org Q y

web: https://www.graceglendale.org Christ’s Love, Qur Calling.



WELCOME TO GRACE!

We're glad you're here! May the Word of God bring you comfort in Christ alone.
You can follow along with the service using this worship folder or using the
screens above the chancel. If you’re new here, below is some helpful information
about our sanctuary and our worship...

e Please reserve the BACK PEWS for parents with SMALL CHILDREN.

e A PARENT’S ROOM with private changing area and restroom is available
through the door at the back of the middle aisle. Windows from the room
allow you to still watch the service and speakers allow you to hear as well.
A volume control is available on the wall by the door.

e Ask an usher to receive an AUDIO RECEIVER and HEADSET if you need
hearing assistance in the sanctuary or Fellowship Hall.

e RESTROOMS are available in the Narthex. Exit out of the north doors from
the Sanctuary and go to the left. They are located in the alcove behind
Luther’s Seal.

e LARGE PRINT bulletins are available. See an usher to receive one.

o Visit our WEBSITE at http://www.graceglendale.org for additional
information about our ministries and upcoming events.

CONTACT US...

Feel free to reach out Rev. Mark Jacobson x321
directly to our office staff via pastorjacobson@graceglendale.org
email or telephone. Rev. Jasper Sellnow x303
Call 623-937-2010 and use pastorsellnow@graceglendale.org
the extension to the right. Principal Jasper Sellnow x303

principal@graceglendale.org

Office Manager, Debbie Petersen x322

officemanager@graceglendale.org

School Office Manager, Monica Assaker x326
massaker@graceglendale.org

Church Secretary

secretary@graceglendale.org

AT TODAY’S SERVICE...

Preaching Minister: Pastor Jacobson
Liturgist: Pastor Sellnow
Senior ushers: 8:00 AM — Jon Floerke / Cash Hill
10:30 AM — Todd Rovey / AJ McDunn
Organist: Jeff Wegner
A/V Team: 8:00 AM — Mark Breiling / Jon Scheel
10:30 AM — Paul Sullivan



ABOUT THE THEME

I recognize that | am spiritually blind when | don’t know Jesus. | cannot see the
world as it really is. | am tempted to see what is harmful as good, and what is good
as meaningless. | cannot see the danger that lurks behind every temptation. |
realize that Jesus gave physical sight to the blind. But he also gives me spiritual
vision. He said, “I am the light of the world.” He comes to shine his light into my
darkened eyes so that | see him and live.

ORDER OF SERVICE Setting 1 (CW 154)

HYMN: CHRIST IS THE WORLD’S LIGHT CW 515
Please stand

INVOCATION
In the name of the Father and of the -}- Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

CONFESSION & ABSOLUTION
If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us.
If we confess our sins, God is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins
and purify us from all unrighteousness.

Let us confess our sins to the Lord.

Holy God, gracious Father, | am sinful by nature and have sinned against
you in my thoughts, words, and actions. | have not loved you with my
whole heart; | have not loved others as | should. | deserve your
punishment both now and forever. But Jesus, my Savior, paid for my sins
with his innocent suffering and death. Trusting in him, | pray: God, have
mercy on me, a sinner.

Silence for meditation and reflection

Our gracious Father in heaven has been merciful to us. He sent his only Son,
Jesus Christ, who gave his life as the atoning sacrifice for the sins of the whole
world. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his authority, | forgive you
all your sins in the name of the Father and of the -}- Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

LORD, HAVE MERCY
In peace let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.



For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and
for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us
pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.
Amen.

SALUTATION
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray.
O Lord Jesus Christ, by your almighty power you opened the eyes of the blind
and showed yourself to them. Turn our eyes away from worthless things, and
lead us to love you sincerely; for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

Please be seated

FIRST READING Isaiah 42:14-21

The loving Lord warns his servant Israel not to be blinded by idolatry.
““For a long time | have kept silent, | have been quiet and held myself back.
But now, like a woman in childbirth,| cry out, | gasp and pant. "SI will lay waste
the mountains and hills and dry up all their vegetation; | will turn rivers into
islands and dry up the pools. '8l will lead the blind by ways they have not
known, along unfamiliar paths | will guide them; | will turn the darkness into
light before them and make the rough places smooth. These are the things |
will do; | will not forsake them. "But those who trust in idols, who say to
images, ‘You are our gods,’ will be turned back in utter shame. ®“Hear, you
deaf; look, you blind, and see! "Who is blind but my servant, and deaf like the
messenger | send? Who is blind like the one in covenant with me, blind like the
servant of the LORD? ?°You have seen many things, but you pay no attention;
your ears are open, but you do not listen.” 2'It pleased the LORD for the sake of
his righteousness to make his law great and glorious.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



ADULT CHOIR (8:00) "Shine, Jesus, Shine"
GRACE NOTES (10:30) "How Deep the Father's Love for Us"

SECOND READING Ephesians 5:8—14

Once | have seen the light of Christ, | strive to leave deeds of darkness

behind.

8For you were once darkness, but now you are light in the Lord. Live as

children of light °(for the fruit of the light consists in all goodness, righteousness
and truth) °and find out what pleases the Lord. ""Have nothing to do with the
fruitless deeds of darkness, but rather expose them. "It is shameful even to
mention what the disobedient do in secret. *But everything exposed by the light
becomes visible—and everything that is illuminated becomes a light. "This is
why it is said:

“Wake up, sleeper,
rise from the dead,
and Christ will shine on you.”

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Please stand

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION Hebrews 12:2
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GOSPEL John 9:1-7,13-17,34-39
Jesus enables a man who had been born blind to see him both physically
and spiritually.

'As he went along, he saw a man blind from birth. ?His disciples asked him,
“Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?”

3“Neither this man nor his parents sinned,” said Jesus, “but this happened so
that the works of God might be displayed in him. As long as it is day, we must
do the works of him who sent me. Night is coming, when no one can work.
SWhile | am in the world, | am the light of the world.”

SAfter saying this, he spit on the ground, made some mud with the saliva, and
put it on the man’s eyes. "“Go,” he told him, “wash in the Pool of Siloam” (this
word means “Sent”). So the man went and washed, and came home seeing.

3They brought to the Pharisees the man who had been blind. *Now the day
on which Jesus had made the mud and opened the man’s eyes was a Sabbath.
STherefore the Pharisees also asked him how he had received his sight. “He
put mud on my eyes,” the man replied, “and | washed, and now | see.”

8Some of the Pharisees said, “This man is not from God, for he does not
keep the Sabbath.”

But others asked, “How can a sinner perform such signs?” So they were
divided.

"Then they turned again to the blind man, “What have you to say about him?
It was your eyes he opened.”

The man replied, “He is a prophet.”

34To this they replied, “You were steeped in sin at birth; how dare you lecture
us!” And they threw him out.

%Jesus heard that they had thrown him out, and when he found him, he said,
“Do you believe in the Son of Man?”

%“Who is he, sir?” the man asked. “Tell me so that | may believe in him.”

37Jesus said, “You have now seen him; in fact, he is the one speaking with
you.”

%Then the man said, “Lord, | believe,” and he worshiped him.

3Jesus said, “For judgment | have come into this world, so that the blind will
see and those who see will become blind.”

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise be to you, O Christ!

Please be seated

HYMN OF THE DAY: CHURCH OF GOD, ELECT AND GLORIOUS CW 854



SERMON Isaiah 42:14-21

HOW’S YOUR VISION?

1. G R A C E
2| D O L A T R Y

Please stand
NICENE CREED
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and
earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally
begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from
true God, begotten, not made, of one being with the Father. Through him
all things were made. For us and for our salvation, he came down from
heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary, and became
truly human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. He
suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in
accordance with the Scriptures. He ascended into heaven and is seated at
the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living
and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds
from the Father and the Son, who in unity with the Father and the Son is
worshiped and glorified, who has spoken through the prophets.

We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church.

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.

We look for the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come.
Amen.

Please be seated

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
Heavenly Father, you loved the world and gave your Son to free us from sin
and death by his obedient death on the cross.
We confess that without your love we are lost.

Lord of the Church, we thank you for the treasure of the gospel. By your Spirit,
keep our eyes fixed on Jesus, the pioneer and perfecter of our faith.
Strengthen our determination to do what pleases you, no matter what the
danger or the cost.

Guard and guide those who carry a cross in the name of Christ and face
ridicule and persecution for the sake of the kingdom: missionaries and
chaplains, young people who stand up for what is right in the face of pressure



to do what is wrong, and all who pay a high price for their faith and values as
Christians.
By your Spirit, O Lord, grant them patience and endurance.

Keep in your care those who carry heavy burdens in life: the sick and the
chronically ill, the depressed and the lonely, those torn by conflict in personal
relationships, and those victimized by war and injustice. Comfort all who face
the terrors of life with a heavy heart.

Grant them peace, O Lord, and in your mercy, be their guardian and
friend, their comfort and hope.

Watch over those who care for others: pastors and counselors; physicians and
nurses; social workers and caring friends; all who feed the hungry, comfort the
hurting, and stand beside the dying.

Strengthen them in their work, O Lord, and do not let them become weary
in doing good.

Special Intercessions

Help us run with perseverance the race marked out for us. Keep us faithful
even to the point of death, that we may receive the crown of life, through Jesus
Christ, our Lord.

Amen.

OFFERINGS OF LOVE TO OUR LORD
Please fill out the “Welcome to Grace” register in your pew at this time!
Remember to mark if you are communing.

Please stand

PREFACE CW 165
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them up to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give him thanks and praise.

PROPER PREFACE
It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you
thanks, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus
Christ our Lord, who brought the gift of salvation to all people by his death on
the tree of the cross so that the devil, who overcame us by a tree, would in turn
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by a tree be overcome. Therefore, with all the saints on earth and hosts of
heaven, we praise your holy name and join their glorious song:

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 7 Cw 167
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PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING
We give thanks to you, O God, through your dear Son, Jesus Christ, whom you
sent to be our Savior, our Redeemer, and the messenger of your grace.
Through him you made all things; in him you are well pleased. He is the
incarnate Word, conceived by the Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary. To
fulfill your promises, he stretched out his hands on the cross and released from
eternal death all who believe in you.

As we remember Jesus’ death and resurrection, we thank you that you have
gathered us together to receive your Son’s body and blood. Send us your Spirit,
unite us as one, and strengthen our faith so that we may praise you in your
Son, Jesus Christ. Through him, we glorify and honor you, O God our Father,
with the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.



LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your

will be done on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive
us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us. Lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the
glory are yours now and forever. Amen.

WORDS OF INSTITUTION
The peace of the Lord be with you always.

Amen.
O CHRIST, LAMB OF GOD CW 169
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Please be seated

DISTRIBUTION
In Holy Communion we receive the assurance of forgiveness through the body

and blood of our Savior. By sharing in this Sacrament, we also express our
complete agreement with one another according to the teachings of the Bible. If
you have not joined our fellowship (Wisconsin Synod), please permit us to tell
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you about our Lutheran Christian faith before you partake of this Holy Supper

so that you can judge for yourself whether there is complete agreement
between us.

DISTRIBUTION HYMN: PRAISE THE ONE WHO BREAKS THE DARKNESS
Cwbs17

Please stand

THANKSGIVING
Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good;
his mercy endures forever.

PROCLAMATION
Whenever we eat this bread and drink this cup,
we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.

We give thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us with this saving gift.
We pray that through it you will strengthen our faith in you and increase our
love for one another. We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord, who

lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

BLESSING
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.

The Lord look on you with favor and -}- give you peace.
Amen.

Please be seated

HYMN: | WANT TO WALK AS A CHILD OF THE LIGHT Cwr13
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. Grace Groups

M}W Gathering Together Around God’s Word

HOW’S YOUR VISION? Isaiah 42:14-21

Have you always had perfect eyesight? If applicable, share the story of how you
learned you couldn’t see like you are supposed to see?

Walking through the text: 1. The woman in childbirth, 2. The 2-in-1 prophesy (vv
15-16), 3. The many things seen & heard, 4. Pay no attention.

Walking through the series: 1. Champion. 2. Faith. 3. Water. 4. Sight.

Walking through the people: 1. Israelites. 2. Pharisees. 3. You.

Walking through your prayers: What will you pray for this week? 1. For the world.
2. For your congregation. 3. For your family. 4. For you.
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