
Pastor Mark R Jacobson      Thanksgiving (November 27, 2025)       Psalm 145:15-16 

The eyes of all look to you, 
    and you give them their food at the proper time. 
16 You open your hand 
    and satisfy the desires of every living thing. 

THANKFUL FOR GOD’S GIVING 

There was no 4th petition when King David wrote this psalm. The 4th petition of the Lord’s Prayer came about 
as part of the disciples asking Jesus to teach them how to pray. The Lord’s Prayer is a model prayer. A 
model prayer doesn’t mean you have to pray the Lord’s Prayer word-for-word as Jesus’ taught. The Lord’s 
Prayer as a model prayer means all of our prayers should have at least some kind of resemblance to the 
Lord’s Prayer. And in the Psalm verses we have before us we have words that are strikingly similar to the 
4th Petition of the Lord’s Prayer: Give us today our daily bread. 

God gives food. 

In the fourth petition Jesus uses the word, “bread.” In our Psalm King David uses the word, “food.” Are these 
really the terms God wants us to use in our thanksgiving and prayers? How is it that on the same mountain 
Jesus taught, “Ask and it will be given to you; seek and you will find; knock and the door will be opened to 
you,” Jesus teaches, “Give us …bread.” Bread? Isn’t bread the food you get for free at some restaurants? 
In fact, in those dining establishments, you need to budget how much bread you eat, if any, otherwise you 
will be too full to eat the really good food, the reason you came to that restaurant in the first place. So why 
does Jesus use the term bread and why does the King of Israel only talk about food without naming a 
popular and desirable type of food? 

As I let this question of bread and food rest for a minute, I’d also like to remind you how Martin Luther in his 
catechism taught how the 4th Petition is representative of all basic necessities for our body and life. That list 
as Luther wrote it includes: clothing and shoes, house and home, land and cattle, money and goods, a godly 
spouse, godly children, godly workers, godly and faithful leaders, good government, good weather, peace 
and order, health, a good name, good friends, faithful neighbors, and the like. 

Shouldn’t you be able to go around your dining room table today and thank God for your perfectly smoked 
Thanksgiving turkey or for your Grandma’s delicious mashed potatoes and gravy recipe? And couldn’t you 
petition your God for a little more square footage in your home or for just a little more width on your wide 
screen television? There are three football games today! And Jesus teaches, “ask, seek, knock,” and “it will 
be given to you, you will find, the door will be open to you.”  

Yes, you can thank God and you can petition God for anything, but the model prayer would have you 
prioritize your big asks, your aggressive seeking, your loud knocking for spiritual blessings like keeping 
God’s name holy by how you talk at your Thanksgiving dinner and by aggressively seeking God’s Kingdom 
of grace in weekly worship and Bible study and daily devotions and Bible reading, and repeatedly knocking 
on God’s door for help to serve him at home and at work like the angels serve him and us in heaven. On 
the same mountain Jesus taught, “ask, seek, knock” and “give us …bread,” Jesus also taught, “Seek first 
his kingdom and his righteousness, and all these things (4th Petition type things) will be given to you as well: 
(Mt 6:33). 

So be thankful for God’s giving no matter what food is on your plate this year or who is gathered around 
your table this year. Whether you are living in abundance or in poverty God is providing for all of your 
physical and emotional needs so you can focus your greater attention on seeking his kingdom in Word and 
sacrament and serving him with all of your heart and all of your soul and all of your mind like the angels in 
heaven. And when God isn’t providing for all of your needs we can still be thankful for God’s giving because 
God gives as King David wrote, “at the proper time.” This teaching follows the model prayer of “daily” bread. 

God gives at the proper time. 

This sounds like clockwork and it is. Many of us go to bed at night and wake up refreshed in the morning. 
Many of us eat three square meals a day and if we’re still hungry we circle in time for morning coffee break 



or an afternoon snack. We have school years and working years and retirement years. And if we are willing 
and someone else is willing, we have married years in place of our single years. Clockwork.  

And yet God’s timing doesn’t always match our desired schedule. Even when the Lord has set a clear 
schedule for the daily distribution of manna, the Israelites under Moses still collected more bread and quail 
than they needed for that day. And after six days of gathering their daily manna, they still looked for bread 
on the 7th day even though they were given more manna the day before and instructed not to look for manna 
on the Sabbath Day.  

Trust is still a hard concept for sinful people. Trust is taking God at his Word even when the eyes on your 
head and the feelings in your heart are telling you a different story. That’s what Jesus did when it was his 
turn in the wilderness. In the wilderness Jesus witnessed to the devil and lived the truth for us, “Man does 
not live on bread alone, but on every word that comes from the mouth of God” (Mt 4:4). 

So be thankful for God’s giving. God gives at the proper time. And for you little ones, that means the 
Thanksgiving dinner will be ready in just a few minutes and if you ask again it will be even longer. Trust me! 
And for those who are older God will also meet the need your eyes see and your heart feels at the proper 
time. Trust God. Trust his timing. Don’t disbelief. Don’t be defeated. Don’t live on the things of this world. 
Live on every word that comes from the mouth of God.  

God provides for every living thing. 

Because God satisfies as the last words of our text says, “the desires of every living thing.” This Psalm text 
is a match for the model prayer when we say, “our” daily bread. All of our prayers are communal prayers. 
Even if we pray alone or in silence our personal prayers are a benefit to others. And in a way this communal 
aspect makes this 4th Petition even worse. It was bad enough we were praying for bread. Then we pray for 
bread daily and now we are taught to share our bread with every living thing. Sounds exhausting. It isn’t. 

God provides for every living thing and God will provide for every living thing with us or without us. But it’s 
our prayer that God will provide for every living thing with us. Husbands and fathers, you are to provide for 
your family, that provision is not limited to bringing home the bacon, but to loving your wife as Christ loved 
the church and training your children in the Lord. Wives, you are called to help your husbands, to willingly 
submit to his leadership as the body submits to the head and as the faithful church submits to Christ. 
Children, you are called to obey your parents for this is right. Speaking to all family members the Apostle 
Paul taught, “Anyone who does not provide for their relatives, and especially for their own household has 
denied the faith and is worse than an unbeliever.” Even animals with animal behavior know to some extent 
to provide for their families. 

And when your family fails you, and when you at times fail your family, your brother Jesus has not failed 
you and has not failed them either. Jesus is not ashamed to be called your brother. Jesus took on your flesh 
and underwent your temptations so that Jesus could provide himself to you as the bread of life. When the 
bread of this world fails to meet your earthly needs, the bread of life continues to meet your eternal need of 
the forgiveness of sins and life everlasting. Jesus had to die to give you this kind of bread. The bread and 
food of this earthly life is much easier for our God to give. Our text calls describes God’s giving to satisfy 
the desires of every living thing as an “open hand.” In his greatest chapter to the Romans Paul made the 
argument that if God did not spare his own Son, but gave him up for us all, how will he not also along with 
him, graciously give us all things? He can and he will. And as we believe God opens his hand to meet our 
needs we are enabled to open our hands to meet the needs of others.  

So be thankful for God’s giving. Maybe give thanks today for food you don’t particularly care for because it 
will help you keep a higher priority on spiritual food. Maybe offer a silent petition on a personal need and 
then keep your eyes open and your heart soft so you don’t miss how God has provided for your need at the 
proper time. And while you wait, be kind and generous with others. Forbear them! Allow the Lord to utilize 
you in the care of others as you wait for the proper time when he provides for you.  

Happy Thanksgiving. Amen. 


