
ADVENT 2 DECEMBER 7, 2025 

 

IMMINENT ARRIVAL 
OF THE JUDGE 

 

GRACE EV. LUTHERAN CHURCH & SCHOOL 
5600 West Palmaire Ave 
Glendale, Arizona 85301 
tel: 623-937-2010 
email: info@graceglendale.org 
web: https://www.graceglendale.org  



2 

WELCOME TO GRACE! 
We’re glad you’re here!  May the Word of God bring you comfort in Christ alone. 
You can follow along with the service using this worship folder or using the 
screens above the chancel. If you’re new here, below is some helpful information 
about our sanctuary and our worship… 

 Please reserve the BACK PEWS for parents with SMALL CHILDREN. 

 A PARENT’S ROOM with private changing area and restroom is available 
through the door at the back of the middle aisle. Windows from the room 
allow you to still watch the service and speakers allow you to hear as well. 
A volume control is available on the wall by the door. 

 Ask an usher to receive an AUDIO RECEIVER and HEADSET if you need 
hearing assistance in the sanctuary or Fellowship Hall. 

 RESTROOMS are available in the Narthex. Exit out of the north doors from 
the Sanctuary and go to the left. They are located in the alcove behind 
Luther’s Seal. 

 LARGE PRINT bulletins are available.  See an usher to receive one. 

 Visit our WEBSITE at http://www.graceglendale.org for additional 
information about our ministries and upcoming events. 

 

CONTACT US… 
Feel free to reach out 
directly to our office staff via 
email or telephone. 
Call 623-937-2010 and use 
the extension to the right.  

Rev. Mark Jacobson 
pastorjacobson@graceglendale.org 

x321 

Rev. Jasper Sellnow 
pastorsellnow@graceglendale.org 

x303 

Principal Jasper Sellnow 
principal@graceglendale.org 

x303 

Office Manager, Debbie Petersen 
officemanager@graceglendale.org 

x322 

School Office Manager, Monica Assaker 
massaker@graceglendale.org 

x326 

 Church Secretary 
secretary@graceglendale.org 

 

 

AT TODAY’S SERVICE… 
 Preaching Minister: Pastor Jacobson 
 Liturgist: Pastor Sellnow 
 Senior ushers: 8:00 AM – Jon Floerke / Bruce Rademacher 
  10:30 AM – Dean Rovey / AJ McDunn 
 Organist: Michael Wilde 
 A/V Team: 8:00 AM – Jon Scheel / Alex Groth 
  10:30 AM – Paul Sullivan 
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ABOUT THE THEME  
 

The judge is an important person. You stand when he enters the courtroom. 
What he says must be obeyed. If you are the one on trial, his determinations 
make a big difference in how your life will continue. 
 

You might be quite nervous if the judge is about to arrive. John invited people to 
turn their nervousness to repentance. He says that the arrival of the Judge is 
imminent, and the kingdom of heaven is near! You are invited to hear John, 
repent, and believe the good news of the coming Savior. 
 

ORDER OF SERVICE Setting 1 (CW 154) 
 

HYMN: PREPARE THE ROYAL HIGHWAY CW 302 
 

Please stand 
 

INVOCATION 

In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
 

CONFESSION & ABSOLUTION 
If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. 
If we confess our sins, God is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins 
and purify us from all unrighteousness. 
  

Let us confess our sins to the Lord. 
Holy God, gracious Father, I am sinful by nature and have sinned against 
you in my thoughts, words, and actions. I have not loved you with my 
whole heart; I have not loved others as I should. I deserve your 
punishment both now and forever. But Jesus, my Savior, paid for my sins 
with his innocent suffering and death. Trusting in him, I pray: God, have 
mercy on me, a sinner. 
 

Silence for meditation and reflection 
 

Our gracious Father in heaven has been merciful to us. He sent his only Son, 
Jesus Christ, who gave his life as the atoning sacrifice for the sins of the whole 
world. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you 

all your sins in the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 

 
LORD, HAVE MERCY 

In peace let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
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For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.  
Lord, have mercy. 
  

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and 
for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.  
Lord, have mercy. 
  

For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us 
pray to the Lord.  
Lord, have mercy. 
  

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.  
Amen. 
 

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH 
Last Sunday we lit the first candle in our Advent Wreath, the candle of Hope. 
We light it again as we remember that Christ will come again to fulfill all of 
God’s promises to us.  
 

Candle of Hope is lit. 
 

The second candle of Advent is the Candle of Peace. It is sometimes called the 
Bethlehem Candle to remind us of the place in which preparations were made 
to receive and cradle the Christ child. 
God gives us the gift of peace when we turn to him in faith.  
  

The prophet Isaiah calls Christ “the Prince of Peace.” Through John the Baptist 
and all the other prophets, God calls on us to prepare our hearts so that he may 
come in.  
Our hope is in God, and in his son Jesus Christ. Our peace is found in 
him. We light this candle today to remind us that he brings peace to all 
who trust in him.  
 

Candle of Peace is lit. 
 

HYMN: WE LIFT THE LIGHT OF HOPE to the tune of CW 512 
We lift the light of peace, O God, 
The Lord of truth and right. 
In Your domain let justice reign 
And bring us peace in Christ. 
In Your domain let justice reign 
And bring us peace in Christ. 

Text: Ken Bible 
Text: © 2005 LNW Hymns, admin. LNW Hymns. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 705990 
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SALUTATION 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray. 
Stir up our hearts, O Lord, to prepare the way for your only Son. By his coming, 
give us strength in our conflicts, and shed light on our path through the 
darkness of this world; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 

Please be seated 
 

FIRST READING Isaiah 11:1–10 
Isaiah gives the credentials of the one who would come to judge. 

1A shoot will come up from the stump of Jesse; 
 from his roots a Branch will bear fruit. 
2The Spirit of the LORD will rest on him— 
 the Spirit of wisdom and of understanding, 
 the Spirit of counsel and of might, 
 the Spirit of the knowledge and fear of the LORD— 
3and he will delight in the fear of the LORD. 

He will not judge by what he sees with his eyes, 
 or decide by what he hears with his ears; 
4but with righteousness he will judge the needy, 
 with justice he will give decisions for the poor of the earth. 
He will strike the earth with the rod of his mouth; 
 with the breath of his lips he will slay the wicked. 
5Righteousness will be his belt 
 and faithfulness the sash around his waist. 

6The wolf will live with the lamb, 
 the leopard will lie down with the goat, 
the calf and the lion and the yearling together; 
 and a little child will lead them. 
7The cow will feed with the bear, 
 their young will lie down together, 
 and the lion will eat straw like the ox. 
8The infant will play near the cobra’s den, 
 and the young child will put its hand into the viper’s nest. 
9They will neither harm nor destroy 
 on all my holy mountain, 
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for the earth will be filled with the knowledge of the LORD 
 as the waters cover the sea. 

 10In that day the Root of Jesse will stand as a banner for the peoples; the 
nations will rally to him, and his resting place will be glorious. 
  

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

JUNIOR CHOIR (8:00) “Dawning Light of Our Salvation” (CW 311) 
ADULT CHOIR (10:30) “Hush! Hear the Word of the Lord” 

 
SECOND READING Romans 15:4–13 
God’s people face the coming judgment with hope, not fear. 

 4For everything that was written in the past was written to teach us, so that 
through the endurance taught in the Scriptures and the encouragement they 
provide we might have hope. 
 5May the God who gives endurance and encouragement give you the same 
attitude of mind toward each other that Christ Jesus had, 6so that with one mind 
and one voice you may glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
 7Accept one another, then, just as Christ accepted you, in order to bring 
praise to God. 8For I tell you that Christ has become a servant of the Jews on 
behalf of God’s truth, so that the promises made to the patriarchs might be 
confirmed 9and, moreover, that the Gentiles might glorify God for his mercy. As 
it is written: 

“Therefore I will praise you among the Gentiles; 
 I will sing the praises of your name.” 

10Again, it says, 

“Rejoice, you Gentiles, with his people.” 

11And again, 

“Praise the Lord, all you Gentiles; 
 let all the peoples extol him.” 

12And again, Isaiah says, 

“The Root of Jesse will spring up, 
 one who will arise to rule over the nations; 
 in him the Gentiles will hope.” 

 13May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace as you trust in him, so 
that you may overflow with hope by the power of the Holy Spirit. 
  

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
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Please stand 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION Luke 3:4,6 

 

 

Tune: © 2021 Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 705990 

 
GOSPEL Matthew 3:1–12 
John prepared people for the arrival of the Judge by emphasizing the 
nearness of the kingdom of God. 

 1In those days John the Baptist came, preaching in the wilderness of Judea 
2and saying, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come near.” 3This is he 
who was spoken of through the prophet Isaiah: 

“A voice of one calling in the wilderness, 
‘Prepare the way for the Lord, 
 make straight paths for him.’ ” 

 4John’s clothes were made of camel’s hair, and he had a leather belt around 
his waist. His food was locusts and wild honey. 5People went out to him from 
Jerusalem and all Judea and the whole region of the Jordan. 6Confessing their 
sins, they were baptized by him in the Jordan River. 
 7But when he saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees coming to where 
he was baptizing, he said to them: “You brood of vipers! Who warned you to 
flee from the coming wrath? 8Produce fruit in keeping with repentance. 9And do 
not think you can say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our father.’ I tell you 
that out of these stones God can raise up children for Abraham. 10The ax is 
already at the root of the trees, and every tree that does not produce good fruit 
will be cut down and thrown into the fire. 
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 11“I baptize you with water for repentance. But after me comes one who is 
more powerful than I, whose sandals I am not worthy to carry. He will baptize 
you with the Holy Spirit and fire. 12His winnowing fork is in his hand, and he will 
clear his threshing floor, gathering his wheat into the barn and burning up the 
chaff with unquenchable fire.” 
  

The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise be to you, O Christ! 
 

Please be seated 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY: ON JORDAN’S BANK THE BAPTIST’S CRY CW 316 
 

SERMON Matthew 3:1-12 

REPENT, FOR THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN IS NEAR 
 

Please stand 
 

NICENE CREED 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and 
earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 
  

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally 
begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from 
true God, begotten, not made, of one being with the Father. Through him 
all things were made. For us and for our salvation, he came down from 
heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary, and became 
truly human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. He 
suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in 
accordance with the Scriptures. He ascended into heaven and is seated at 
the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living 
and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 
  

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds 
from the Father and the Son, who in unity with the Father and the Son is 
worshiped and glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. 
  

We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come. 
Amen. 

Please be seated 
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PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
Almighty God and Father, we thank you for all your mercies, especially for the 
gift of your Son, through whom you have revealed your gracious will. We praise 
you for the Holy Spirit and his working through the means of grace. 
Plant your Word in our hearts, and cause it to produce fruit in our lives. 
  

Strengthen and defend your Church, that by your Word and sacraments faith 
may grow and love toward all may increase. 
Support all who spread the light of your truth throughout the world. 
  

Keep our children in the grace of their baptisms. Enable their parents to train 
them in lives of faith. 
Raise up Christians to serve you in the ministry of the Word and in all 
godly walks of life. 
  

Preserve our nation in justice and honor. Guide and bless all who make, 
administer, and judge our laws. 
Give them wisdom that they may promote justice and hinder evil. 
  

Let your blessing rest on planting and harvest, commerce and industry, 
medicine and science, the arts and culture. Protect all who travel, and care for 
those whose work is difficult or dangerous. 
Be with all who devote themselves to any useful task. 
  

Comfort all who are in sorrow or need, sickness or adversity. Remember those 
who suffer persecution for the faith. Have mercy on those for whom death 
draws near. 
Grant them your love, and take them into your tender care. 
  

We remember with thanksgiving those who have loved and served you, who 
now rest from their labors. Console those who are mourning or living with 
sadness. 
Keep us in the true faith, and bring us at last to the joys of heaven. 
  

Special Intercessions 
  

Grant us these things, Father, for the sake of Jesus, who died and rose again. 
Amen. 
 

OFFERINGS OF LOVE TO OUR LORD 
Please fill out the “Welcome to Grace” register in your pew at this time! 
Remember to mark if you are communing. 

 
JUNIOR HANDBELLS (8:00) “Away In a Manger” 

 

Please stand 
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PREFACE CW 165 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
  

Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them up to the Lord. 
  

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
 
It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you 
thanks, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus 
Christ our Lord, whose way John the Baptist prepared when he called people to 
repentance and pointed to Jesus as the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of 
the world. Therefore, with all the saints on earth and hosts of heaven, we praise 
your holy name and join their glorious song: 
 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY CW 167 
 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 
We give thanks to you, O God, through your dear Son, Jesus Christ, whom you 
sent to be our Savior, our Redeemer, and the messenger of your grace. 
Through him you made all things; in him you are well pleased. He is the 
incarnate Word, conceived by the Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary. To 
fulfill your promises, he stretched out his hands on the cross and released from 
eternal death all who believe in you. 
  

As we remember Jesus’ death and resurrection, we thank you that you have 
gathered us together to receive your Son’s body and blood. Send us your Spirit, 
unite us as one, and strengthen our faith so that we may praise you in your 
Son, Jesus Christ. Through him, we glorify and honor you, O God our Father, 
with the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 

 
LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your 
will be done on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive 
us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us. Lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the 
glory are yours now and forever. Amen. 
 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
Amen. 
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O CHRIST, LAMB OF GOD CW 169 
 

Please be seated 
 

DISTRIBUTION 
In Holy Communion we receive the assurance of forgiveness through the body 
and blood of our Savior. By sharing in this Sacrament, we also express our 
complete agreement with one another according to the teachings of the Bible. If 
you have not joined our fellowship (Wisconsin Synod), please permit us to tell 
you about our Lutheran Christian faith before you partake of this Holy Supper 
so that you can judge for yourself whether there is complete agreement 
between us. 
 

DISTRIBUTION HYMNS: 
THERE’S A VOICE IN THE WILDERNESS CRYING CW 308 
YOUR BODY, GIVEN FOR ME, O SAVIOR CW 671 
 

Please stand 
 

THANKSGIVING & PROCLAMATION 
Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; 
his mercy endures forever. 

 

Whenever we eat this bread and drink this cup, 
we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 
 

We give thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us with this saving gift. 
We pray that through it you will strengthen our faith in you and increase our 
love for one another. We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord, who 
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 

BLESSING 
The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look on you with favor and  give you peace. 
Amen. 

Please be seated 
 

HYMN: HARK! A THRILLING VOICE IS SOUNDING CW 318 
 

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS 
Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, New International 
Version®, NIV®. Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984, 2011 by Biblica, Inc.TM Used by permission of 
Zondervan. All rights reserved worldwide. Liturgical and musical settings of Scripture based on text 
from The Holy Bible, New International Version®, NIV®. Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984, 2011 by 
Biblica, Inc.TM Used by permission of Zondervan. All rights reserved worldwide. 
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Grace Groups 
Gathering Together Around God’s Word 

 
 

THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN IS NEAR Matthew 3:1-12 

 

What did you hear about John the Baptist today? What do you know or find out 
from the Bible about John the Baptist that you didn’t hear today?    
                                         

 

 
 

If you were to talk to someone about the specifics of the sins you struggle with, 
who do you think you would talk too? If someone were to talk to you about the 
specifics of their sin, what do you think you would say to them?     
                                         

 

 
 

What did you learn about the fruit that is in keeping with repentance?    
                                         

 

 
 

Explain: The ultimate or final goal of our repentance is not the kingdom of 
heaven, but our good works. 
                                         

 

 
 

So, John the Baptist came, but you’re here now. In what ways can your voice serve 
the spiritual needs of sinners this Advent and Christmastime? 
                                         

 

 


