Pastor Mark R. Jacobson ALL SAINTS (November 9, 2025) Hebrews 11:32-40

32 And what more shall | say? | do not have time to tell about Gideon, Barak, Samson and Jephthah, about
David and Samuel and the prophets, **who through faith conquered kingdoms, administered justice, and gained
what was promised; who shut the mouths of lions, ** quenched the fury of the flames, and escaped the edge of
the sword; whose weakness was turned to strength; and who became powerful in battle and routed foreign
armies. ¥ Women received back their dead, raised to life again. There were others who were tortured, refusing
to be released so that they might gain an even better resurrection. ¢ Some faced jeers and flogging, and even
chains and imprisonment. ¥ They were put to death by stoning; they were sawed in two; they were killed by the
sword. They went about in sheepskins and goatskins, destitute, persecuted and mistreated— ¢ the world was
not worthy of them. They wandered in deserts and mountains, living in caves and in holes in the ground. * These
were all commended for their faith, yet none of them received what had been promised, %° since God had planned
something better for us so that only together with us would they be made perfect.

FOLLOW JESUS TO THE FINISH

I's not my favorite conversation between Peter and Jesus, but | think it's the conversation | appreciate the most.
My favorite conversation is when Peter answered Jesus, “You are the Christ, the Son of the Living God.” “Blessed
are you, Simon son of Jonah,” (Mt 16:13-16) Jesus said back to Peter. Of course, this conversation is going to
take a hard turn when Peter, full of confidence, rebukes Jesus. And then Jesus rebukes Peter saying, “Get
behind me, Satan!” (23). The most important conversation will come when Jesus reinstates Peter as an apostle
saying, “Feed my sheep... Take care of my lambs... Feed my sheep” (Jn 21). But it’'s the last part of this
conversation between Jesus and Peter where | want to draw your attention. Jesus said, “Very truly | tell you,
when you were younger you dressed yourself and went where you wanted; but when you are old you will stretch
out your hands, and someone else will dress you and lead you where you do not want to go.” Jesus said this to
indicate the kind of death by which Peter would glorify God. Soon later, Peter saw John and asked, “Lord, what
about him?” And Jesus answered, “If | want him to remain alive until | return, what is that to you. You must follow
me” (Jn 21:18-22)

1. The Lord is your strength.

All saints follow Jesus. And yet all saints have been assigned different journeys with Jesus. And if | am correctly
picking up what Peter was laying down with his words, Peter would have preferred John’s journey to his own.
And this is Peter! No, not Peter the pumpkin eater. Peter the Pentecost preacher! This is Peter who always has
his name listed in front of James and John. And yet Peter, in his last recorded conversation with Jesus, is Peter,
the pity partier.

The first recipients of the letter to the Hebrews could appreciate Peter, the pity partier. Their journey with Jesus
was not turning out to be the victory march they wanted it to be either. Like Peter the Hebrews would have
preferred a different journey, a journey of faith that wasn'’t so difficult. And so in the eleventh chapter the writer
to the Hebrews takes his readers through a historical review of many different journeys with Jesus. From Abel
to the prophets, the writer shares names and stories of loved ones who also had difficulties in their journeys with
Jesus, but who all followed Jesus to the finish.

Verse 1 is always a great place to start. The first half of this chapter has many of the first-ballot Hall of Faith-ers:
Saints like Noah, Abraham, Isaac, Jacob and Moses. But our selected reading starting in verse 32 has the names
of Gideon, Barak, Samson and Jephthah. How well do you know these saints? These leaders served at a time
the Bible describes as, “everyone did as they saw fit” and that description would apply to these leaders too. The
Old Testament book of Judges could be described as the soap opera of the Bible. Gideon was bad. How bad?
Gideon was so bad that if Gideon wasn’t on this New Testament list, we would wonder about Gideon’s eternal
salvation. Barak was weak. How weak? Barak was so weak two women, Deborah and Jael, had to do the leading
and the fighting. Sampson was selfish. How selfish? Sampson was so selfish nothing Sampson did was about
God or about his parents or about his wife. Only after Sampson lost his strength and lost his eyesight, did
Sampson find strength in the Lord. Jephthah was foolish. How foolish? Jephthah was so foolish even after a
great victory he ended up losing because Jephthah made a foolish and thoughtless vow that whatever comes



out of the door of his house to meet him would be sacrificed to the Lord and that whatever was Jephthah’s only
child.

How would these men help the Hebrews? How do these men help us? Their names are on the list! Their strength,
whatever strength they had, was in the Lord. The same is true for all saints. The Bible clearly tells us, “There is
no one who does good, not even one.” All have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.” “All are justified freely
by his grace through redemption that came by Christ Jesus.” “We maintain that a person is justified by faith apart
from the works of the law.” The same is true for all the saints, but sinners have a hard time seeing saints like
Gideon, Barak, Sampson and Jephthah in the same light as Noah, Abraham, Isaac, Jacob and Moses. So God
gives us Gideon and Gideon is great? How great? Gideon is so great because as far as the east is from the west
so far has God removed Gideon’s sin. Barak is strong? How strong? Barak is so strong because God’s grace is
make perfect in weakness. Sampson is celebrated, because this brother of yours was dead and is alive again;
he was lost and is found. Jephthah is wise, having been made wise for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus
because the foolishness of God is wiser than human wisdom.

Are you picking up what the Spirit is laying down? God forgives the bad. God strengthens the weak. God gives
sight to the blind. God gives understanding. Your hame is on the list of saints through faith in Christ Jesus. Don’t
pull a “Peter” and have a pity party because you are not someone else. And if you do pull a Peter, hear your
Savior say to you as He said to Peter, “What is that to you? You must follow me.” The Lord is your strength.

The Lord commends faith.

And the Lord commends faith. | don’t know about you, but | see two lists of faith in our selected reading. | see a
“Yes” list and | see a “No” list. In this section | read, “through faith conquered kingdoms (YES!), administered
justice, (YES!), administered justice (YES!), ...shut the mouth of lions (YES!), quenched the fury of the flames ,
(YES!), escaped the edge of the sword , (YES!), ... became powerful in battle and routed foreign armies, (YES!
and YES!). “Others were tortured”? “Some faced jeers and flogging ... even chains and imprisonment”? “...put
to death by stoning”? “...sawed in two”? “.. killed by the sword”? “...went about in sheepskins and goatskins,
destitute, persecuted and mistreated”? “...wandered in deserts and mountains ...”living in caves and in holes in
the ground”? | count about 17 no’s here. No. No. No. No. No.

| see a listing of yeses and no’s and | think you do too. | see successes and failures. The Lord just sees one list.
The Lord sees faith and commends faith. | wish by faith Pastor Sellnow and me could serve you like Jesus and
the apostles served people. We would love to interrupt the doctors and nurses in the hospitals and tell their
patients, “Pick up your stuff and go, your faith has made you well.” Or at the very least tell those facing surgery,
“Go and wash yourself in Lake Pleasant seven times and you will be healed.” | would love that kind of ministry
but the more important ministry | need and you need, is the ministry where Jesus humbled himself and became
obedient to death, even death on a cross. The ministry that atones my sin and not only my sin but the sin of the
whole world is the ministry we need most. And it's a ministry, if called upon, where Jesus calls us to follow him.
In a typical year, we don’t see this kind of sacrifice anymore. At least not so much publicly. But this is a different
year. Charlie Kirk changed this. Because of his faith and how Charlie acted on what he believed, people are
seeking public service. A couple Wisconsin synod pastors and a teacher are starting the men who understood
their times podcast because of the faith of Charlie Kirk. The Lord commends faith and if the faith of Charlie Kirk
has moved you to follow Jesus in a way you haven't followed Jesus before then God bless the name of Charlie
Kirk.

At the same time, | would like to draw your attention to some saints you do know. The saints who followed Jesus
to the finish this year. Pastor Sellnow read their names and the date they died. Their death wasn’t by a gunshot
wound or sword or stoning, but it was still the Lord taking them to heaven. They believed in Jesus as their Savior.
They listened to God’'s Word and put God’'s Word into practice in their lives as God gave them strength. And
where they had failed, God had forgiven them. Itis my prayer these next twelve months year would be a different
kind of non-typical year. | would love us to come to ALL SAINTS Sunday in November 2026 and have no names
to read. But if the Lord were to grant us this kind of year either collectively or individually, what would we do with
this year, what would you do with this year? Try something new? Yes? No? Maybe? Keep doing what you are
doing? Yes? No? Maybe? It really depends on exactly what that “something new “or “what you are doing” is.
What you must do is follow Jesus. Follow Jesus to the finish. The Lord is your strength. Amen.



