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WELCOME TO GRACE!

We're glad you’re here! May the Word of God bring you comfort in Christ alone.
You can follow along with the service using this worship folder or using the
screens above the chancel. If you’re new here, below is some helpful information
about our sanctuary and our worship...

e Please reserve the BACK PEWS for parents with SMALL CHILDREN.

e A PARENT’S ROOM with private changing area and restroom is available
through the door at the back of the middle aisle. Windows from the room
allow you to still watch the service and speakers allow you to hear as well.
A volume control is available on the wall by the door.

e Ask an usher to receive an AUDIO RECEIVER and HEADSET if you need
hearing assistance in the sanctuary or Fellowship Hall.

e RESTROOMS are available in the Narthex. Exit out of the north doors from
the Sanctuary and go to the left. They are located in the alcove behind
Luther’s Seal.

e LARGE PRINT bulletins are available. See an usher to receive one.

o Visit our WEBSITE at http://www.graceglendale.org for additional
information about our ministries and upcoming events.

CONTACT US...

Feel free to reach out Rev. Mark Jacobson x321
directly to our office staff via pastorjacobson@graceglendale.org
email or telephone. Rev. Jasper Sellnow x303
Call 623-937-2010 and use pastorsellnow@graceglendale.org
the extension to the right. Principal Jasper Sellnow x303

principal@graceglendale.org

Office Manager, Debbie Petersen x322
officemanager@graceglendale.org

School Office Manager, Monica Assaker x326
massaker@graceglendale.org
Church Secretary

secretary@graceglendale.org

AT TODAY’S SERVICE...

Presiding ministers: Pastor Sellnow
Pastor Jacobson
Senior ushers: 8:00 AM — Nick Lincoln / Jon Floerke
10:30 AM — Todd Rovey / Ryan Jacobson / Josias Muehlich
Organist: Rachel Kulhanek
A/V Team: 8:00 AM — Jon Scheel / Tracey Moreland
10:30 AM — Sam Jacobson




ABOUT THE THEME

If you were making a list of things that might make society more peaceful, would
you include “more judgment”? Likely not. Many people assume that judgement
leads to conflict, not peace. However, a lack of judgment is a luxury many cannot
afford. Our world is full of victims of abuse, violence, and oppression. In many
cases this evil goes unnoticed and unpunished. A future without the hope of
Jjudgment means no peace. If there is no hope of judgment, victims would be driven
either into total despair or to be consumed by the desire for revenge. A future that
includes judgment, however, gives those who are wronged the peace of knowing
that one day there will be perfect justice.

When we are horribly wronged, what are our options? Taking matters into our own
hands? Despair? Jesus provides a better option. Trust that he will keep his promise
to return, bringing judgment. The effect of that promise? We have peace, knowing
that every wrong will eventually be righted by the one righteous Judge.

ORDER OF SERVICE Setting 1 (CW 154)

GREETING
Good morning and welcome to worship!

Our plan for worship today is to walk through what our hymnal calls The
Service. The Service is a set of words and actions which we usually use at
church when we gather for the main worship experience of the week. Some of
what we do today will be familiar, and we’ll explain a few things that are new.
But our real purpose today isn’t to review what we know or introduce what we
don’t know. Our real purpose is to help everyone understand more completely
what we’re doing and why we do it when we come together for worship.

The word “worship” means to adore and praise God, and the highest praise a
Christian can offer God is to proclaim what God has done for us in Christ. And
So at worship, the minister and the people retell the good news about Jesus.
We say and we sing that God forgives our sins and the sins of the world for
Jesus’ sake. Everything we do in worship involves us with the gospel. In this
way we encourage others with the gospel while others encourage us.
Christians have generally followed an order of service. We catch a glimpse of
that order in Jerusalem in the weeks after Pentecost. God’s Word tells us:
“They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to fellowship, to the
breaking of bread and to prayer.” (Acts 2:42) Our order of worship follows that
first century pattern.



We worship in an orderly and organized way so that everyone may hear and
understand the gospel without being distracted. We repeat the most important
gospel truths so that they become embedded in our minds and hearts. Variety
helps us review the many facets of the gospel. We adopt and adapt ancient and
widespread practices of the Church to remember the gospel unity we have with
all believers. We proclaim the message of Christ in language, music, art, and
symbolism which touch our hearts but do not outshine the gospel.

The Service begins with a hymn which often directs our attention to the focus of
worship on a particular day. The hymn brings us together as a worshiping
congregation and may even brush away a few cobwebs from tired brains.
Please join to sing our opening hymn.

HYMN: REJOICE, REJOICE, BELIEVERS CW 493

GATHERING

Worship begins with the word and sign of baptism. The word of baptism is “In
the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.” (Matthew 28:19)
These were the words spoken to us as we were baptized with water. The sign
is the cross which we received at our baptism when we heard these words:
“Receive the sign of the cross on the head and heart to mark you as one
redeemed by Christ the crucified.” We come before God in worship as people
who have been covered by the righteous robes of Christ and members of the
family of God. What joy and confidence we have as we worship! We say,
“Amen"—truly, we agree!

We remember our baptism in Confession as we drown our sinful nature and
gain the life-renewing work of the Spirit. We confess to God and one another
that we were born in sin and that we sin every day. With our brothers and
sisters in faith we plead for forgiveness for the sake of Jesus. The words we
speak become so familiar that we can repeat them from memory when we
wake up and when we get ready for sleep. In these words we also proclaim to
one another what we believe about sin and grace.

The minister then absolves us—he forgives our sins. The Absolution is one of
the simplest forms of gospel proclamation in our worship. The minister forgives
us not on his own, but as a called servant of Christ whom we and the Spirit
have called to speak the words of God to us. We can hear these words with
confidence, for Jesus said to his apostles on the evening of his resurrection:
“Receive the Holy Spirit. If you forgive anyone’s sins, they are forgiven.” (John
20:22-23) Again we say: “Amen.”

You may remain seated as we remember and relive our baptisms.



INVOCATION

In the name of the Father and of the -- Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

CONFESSION
If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us.
If we confess our sins, God is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins
and purify us from all unrighteousness.

Let us confess our sins to the Lord.

Holy God, gracious Father, | am sinful by nature and have sinned against
you in my thoughts, words, and actions. | have not loved you with my
whole heart; | have not loved others as | should. | deserve your
punishment both now and forever. But Jesus, my Savior, paid for my sins
with his innocent suffering and death. Trusting in him, | pray: God, have
mercy on me, a sinner.

Silence for meditation and reflection

ABSOLUTION CW 154
Our gracious Father in heaven has been merciful to us. He sent his only Son,
Jesus Christ, who gave his life as the atoning sacrifice for the sins of the whole
world. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his authority, | forgive you
all your sins in the name of the Father and of the - Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

PRAYER & PRAISE

Prayer often introduced Old Testament worship, and the early Christians
continued the custom of beginning their gathering with a responsive prayer. We
do the same. The minister invites us to pray “In peace let us pray to the Lord,”
and we pray: “Lord, have mercy.” As we gather to hear the Word and receive
the sacrament, we implore God to keep all believers in his grace and protect us
by his mercy.

Both the responsive prayer and the song that follows include alternate titles:
“Kyrie” is Greek for “Lord” and “Gloria in excelsis” is Latin for “Glory in the
highest.” The ancient titles remind us that Christians have sung these songs for
centuries in countless musical settings. These two song texts and three others
which we’ll identify later are from a set of songs called the Ordinary. The words
of these five songs repeat the most important teachings of the gospel and that’s
why we repeat them at almost every regular service.



Glory Be to God on High combines three ancient hymns. You'll recognize the
first as the song the angels sang in the fields of Bethlehem. This hymn,
sometimes called a canticle, proclaims Jesus Christ as the center of God’s plan
to save the world. We sing it often because it is worth remembering and
memorizing. A similar canticle, “This is the Feast,” may replace it during the
Easter season. Other songs of praise may replace it for special festival
services. Some congregations omit or replace this song during the more
somber seasons of Advent and Lent, which is meant to heighten our joy as we
take it up again at Christmas and Easter.

Please stand

LORD, HAVE MERCY (KYRIE)
In peace let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and
for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us
pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.

Amen.
GLORY BE TO GOD ON HIGH (GLORIA IN EXCELSIS) CW 157
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Please be seated

THE WORD

In the early church, hearing the Word and receiving the sacrament were
separated by a time for fellowship. Each service began with a greeting: “The
Lord be with you,” the minister said, and the people responded, “And also with
you.” This is one of the most ancient parts of our service. We’'ll see this greeting
again at the beginning of the communion service.



Now we come to the Word section of The Service; we see it in large letters in
the hymnal: The Word. When the early Christians “devoted themselves to the
apostles’ teaching,” they were eager to hear about the words and works of
Jesus. The apostles were the Savior’s witnesses and had heard and seen
Jesus in person. The Service follows that pattern: it highlights the words and
works of Jesus in a reading from one of the four gospels.

A unique feature of our order of service is what we call the Proper: a set of
readings, prayers, psalms, and hymns that focus on the main truth of the day’s
Gospel. As the truth in the Gospel reading changes from week to week and on
the various festivals of the year, the Proper changes, too. The gospel accounts
and their Proper are guided by the Christian Calendar or Church Year. Over
the course of centuries, Christian churches developed a plan to review the
words and works of Christ every year. We divide the calendar into two parts:
the Time of Christ and the Time of the Church. The Time of Christ (which our
hymnal divides into the Time of Christmas and the Time of Easter) occurs
between late November and May. It focuses on the main events of Jesus’ life
and so includes the seasons of Advent, Christmas, Epiphany, Lent, and Easter.
It ends with the Day of Pentecost and Sunday of the Holy Trinity. The Time of
the Church focuses on words Jesus spoke during his ministry to guide us in our
lives as Christians. The Proper for today is the Proper appointed for this
Sunday in the Church Year.

The Proper begins with the Prayer of the Day. The minister invites the
congregation to bring this prayer to God: “Let us pray,” he says. The prayer
requests the blessings that are going to be given in the readings and the
sermon on this day.

There are three readings in The Service. The First Reading is usually from the
Old Testament and helps us to see that the words and works of Jesus in the
Gospel for the day were promised and applied even before he came to earth.
Worshipers become involved in the reading by responding to the minister’s
concluding sentence: “The Word of the Lord.” Worshipers say with joy: “Thanks
be to God.”

The Book of Psalms was the hymnal of the Old Testament and is filled with
praises and prayers about God’s great love. The Psalm of the Day matches
the theme of the day’s Gospel and enables worshipers to proclaim the Word of
God in music and to take their turn to declare the wonders God has done.
Alternately, many congregations may substitute a song from the choir at times
to function in a similar fashion as the Psalm of the Day.



The Second Reading is from one of the New Testament letters, the epistles.
This reading also complements the theme of the day’s Gospel. Again
worshipers respond with thanks after hearing the Word of the Lord.

THE WORD

SALUTATION
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray.
Lord God Almighty, so rule and govern our hearts and minds by your Holy Spirit
that we may always look forward to the end of this present evil age and the day
of your righteous judgment. Keep us steadfast in true and living faith, and
present us at last holy and blameless before you; through your Son, Jesus
Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever.
Amen.

FIRST READING Malachi 4:1-6
On the day of judgment, those who do evil will be laid low. But that day will
mean rescue for those who revere the name of the LORD.

“Surely the day is coming; it will burn like a furnace. All the arrogant and
every evildoer will be stubble, and the day that is coming will set them on fire,”
says the LORD Almighty. “Not a root or a branch will be left to them. 2But for you
who revere my name, the sun of righteousness will rise with healing in its rays.
And you will go out and frolic like well-fed calves. 3Then you will trample on the
wicked; they will be ashes under the soles of your feet on the day when | act,”
says the LORD Almighty.

4““Remember the law of my servant Moses, the decrees and laws | gave him
at Horeb for all Israel.

%“See, | will send the prophet Elijah to you before that great and dreadful day
of the LORD comes. ®He will turn the hearts of the parents to their children, and
the hearts of the children to their parents; or else | will come and strike the land
with total destruction.”

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



GRACE NOTES "All Is Well" (CW 802)

SECOND READING 2 Thessalonians 1:5-10
The Thessalonian Christians were suffering a persecution. To empower
their perseverance, Paul assures them of the coming judgment and
punishment.

SAll this is evidence that God’s judgment is right, and as a result you will be
counted worthy of the kingdom of God, for which you are suffering. God is just:
He will pay back trouble to those who trouble you “and give relief to you who
are troubled, and to us as well. This will happen when the Lord Jesus is
revealed from heaven in blazing fire with his powerful angels. 8He will punish
those who do not know God and do not obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus.
%They will be punished with everlasting destruction and shut out from the
presence of the Lord and from the glory of his might '%on the day he comes to
be glorified in his holy people and to be marveled at among all those who have
believed. This includes you, because you believed our testimony to you.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

THE GOSPEL

The reading of the Gospel is the highlight of the Word section of The Service.
The truth announced in the day’s Gospel has guided the Prayer of the Day, the
two readings, and the psalm or choir selection. Now it will set the tone for the
Hymn of the Day and the sermon. More importantly, in these words the holy
evangelists Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John proclaim to us what Jesus said and
what Jesus did to save us from sin, Satan, death, and hell. We honor Jesus by
standing. In the Gospel Acclamation we offer our alleluias; a word which
means “Praise the Lord.” The acclamation may include a general word of praise
or a sentence which points to the theme of the day’s Gospel.

Please stand to acclaim the Gospel.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION Revelation 2:10
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GOSPEL Luke 21:5-19

Jesus instructs us, when persecuted, to not seek vengeance. Instead, we
are to stand firm and persevere, confident in the justice of coming
judgment.

5Some of his disciples were remarking about how the temple was adorned
with beautiful stones and with gifts dedicated to God. But Jesus said, %“As for
what you see here, the time will come when not one stone will be left on
another; every one of them will be thrown down.”

“Teacher,” they asked, “when will these things happen? And what will be the
sign that they are about to take place?”

8He replied: “Watch out that you are not deceived. For many will come in my
name, claiming, ‘1 am he,’ and, ‘The time is near.’ Do not follow them. ®*When
you hear of wars and uprisings, do not be frightened. These things must
happen first, but the end will not come right away.”

"Then he said to them: “Nation will rise against nation, and kingdom against
kingdom. ""There will be great earthquakes, famines and pestilences in various
places, and fearful events and great signs from heaven.

12“But before all this, they will seize you and persecute you. They will hand
you over to synagogues and put you in prison, and you will be brought before
kings and governors, and all on account of my name. *And so you will bear
testimony to me. “But make up your mind not to worry beforehand how you will
defend yourselves. "For | will give you words and wisdom that none of your
adversaries will be able to resist or contradict. '*You will be betrayed even by
parents, brothers and sisters, relatives and friends, and they will put some of
you to death. "Everyone will hate you because of me. '®But not a hair of your
head will perish. ®Stand firm, and you will win life.

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise be to you, O Christ!
Please be seated

1



HYMN OF THE DAY

Martin Luther is considered by many to be the father of the congregational song
and so hymns have always been an important part of Lutheran worship. The
Hymn of the Day was chosen specifically to match the theme of the Gospel and
was selected from the best hymns in our hymnal. It may not always be the
easiest to sing, but this hymn is worth getting to know well due to its rich
connections to the Scriptures.

HYMN OF THE DAY: THE DAY IS SURELY DRAWING NEAR CW 488
SERMON

SERMON

There is no sermon today, but that doesn’t mean it isn’t important. The sermon
is one of the great legacies of the Lutheran Reformation. The reformers
restored the value and importance of preaching and we feel the same. After
careful study and thorough preparation, the servant of the Lord explains and
applies one of the three readings appointed for the day. He proclaims the law
and the gospel in light of Jesus’ words and works in focus on the day. He
exposes sin, he announces forgiveness, and he encourages our life response.
He shares with us the words of God that he believes himself. We thank God for
preaching that speaks for God and touches our minds and hearts! The sermon
is the last part of the Proper for the day. In prayers, psalms, hymns, readings,
and the spoken word we have devoted ourselves to the words and works of
Jesus recorded in the day’s Gospel.

At this point we join to speak the Creed and we confess that we believe what
we have heard in the Word about the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. The
Creed is the third song text of the historic Ordinary—you see the Latin word
“Credo”, which means ‘I believe.” Like the Kyrie and Gloria, the Credo was
sung for centuries; today our usual custom is to speak it.

Please stand to speak the Creed.

NICENE CREED (CREDO)
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and
earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally
begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from
true God, begotten, not made, of one being with the Father. Through him
all things were made. For us and for our salvation, he came down from

12



heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary, and became
truly human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. He
suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in
accordance with the Scriptures. He ascended into heaven and is seated at
the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living
and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds
from the Father and the Son, who in unity with the Father and the Son is
worshiped and glorified, who has spoken through the prophets.

We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church.

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.

We look for the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come.
Amen.

Please be seated

FELLOWSHIP

As we noted earlier, the first Christians paused after hearing the Word, often to
share a meal. Those with more wealth may have provided food for those with
less, and believers offered prayers for one another. The Prayer of the Church
enables believers to practice their Christian fellowship by praying for all sorts of
people and all kinds of activities. We add the names of fellow members who are
enduring trouble or enjoying special times in their lives. Responsive prayers
involve both the minister and the congregation. Since the prayer may include a
number of intercessions, worshipers are seated.

The Lord often encourages us to manage his monetary gifts wisely, and he
especially calls on us to be generous in our support of gospel ministry. We plan
our gifts at home and may even give via on-line devices. Including the Offering
in worship helps us remember that we give our offerings to the Lord and for the
spread of his good news in our own congregation and around the world. The
music during or after the offering may bring to mind the words of a familiar
hymn or one that connects to the theme of the service. The quieter time also
enables minister and members to prepare for the Sacrament when it is offered.

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
Almighty God and Father, we thank you for all your mercies, especially for the
gift of your Son, through whom you have revealed your gracious will. We praise
you for the Holy Spirit and his working through the means of grace.
Plant your Word in our hearts, and cause it to produce fruit in our lives.
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Strengthen and defend your Church, that by your Word and sacraments faith
may grow and love toward all may increase.
Support all who spread the light of your truth throughout the world.

Keep our children in the grace of their baptisms. Enable their parents to train
them in lives of faith.

Raise up Christians to serve you in the ministry of the Word and in all
godly walks of life.

Preserve our nation in justice and honor. Guide and bless all who make,
administer, and judge our laws.
Give them wisdom that they may promote justice and hinder evil.

Let your blessing rest on planting and harvest, commerce and industry,
medicine and science, the arts and culture. Protect all who travel, and care for
those whose work is difficult or dangerous.

Be with all who devote themselves to any useful task.

Comfort all who are in sorrow or need, sickness or adversity. Remember those
who suffer persecution for the faith. Have mercy on those for whom death
draws near.

Grant them your love, and take them into your tender care.

We remember with thanksgiving those who have loved and served you, who
now rest from their labors. Console those who are mourning or living with
sadness.

Keep us in the true faith, and bring us at last to the joys of heaven.

Special Intercessions

Grant us these things, Father, for the sake of Jesus, who died and rose again.
Amen.

OFFERINGS OF LOVE TO OUR LORD
Please fill out the “Welcome to Grace” register in your pew at this time!
Remember to mark if you are communing.

THE SACRAMENT

The second main part of The Service begins with the same greeting that began
the Word section: “The Lord be with you,” the minister says, and worshipers
return his greeting: “And also with you.”

The words of the Preface that follow are found in Christian orders of service
already in the third century. As they devoted themselves to the apostles’

14



teaching, believers carefully imitated the actions of the first holy meal as the
apostles remembered them. With few exceptions, we do the same.

As we lift our hearts to the Lord, the minister invites us to give thanks as Jesus
did. The fourth canticle of the historic Ordinary introduces the Prayer of
Thanksgiving. We call this song: Holy, Holy, Holy, entitled “Sanctus” in Latin.
The words lead us into the throne room of God as Isaiah saw it with wonder
and awe. From there we go to Palm Sunday and praise Jesus who is coming to
us in the sacrament. We sing “Hosanna™—a Hebrew word that means, “Save
us, Lord.”

For most of us, the Prayer of Thanksgiving is a newer feature in The Service.
Martin Luther eliminated the medieval form of this prayer since it had become
corrupted with false teaching, but Lutherans have in modern times crafted new
prayers that are faithful to the Scriptures and appropriate for use in this portion
of the divine service. The Prayer of Thanksgiving concludes with the Lord’s
Prayer.

You may remain seated as we begin the Sacrament.

THE SACRAMENT

PREFACE CW 165
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them up to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give him thanks and praise.

PROPER PREFACE
It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you
thanks, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus
Christ our Lord, who promised that wherever two or three come together in his
name, there he is with them to shepherd his flock until he comes again in glory.
Therefore, with all the saints on earth and hosts of heaven, we praise your holy
name and join their glorious song:
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PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING
We give thanks to you, O God, through your dear Son, Jesus Christ, whom you
sent to be our Savior, our Redeemer, and the messenger of your grace.
Through him you made all things; in him you are well pleased. He is the
incarnate Word, conceived by the Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary. To
fulfill your promises, he stretched out his hands on the cross and released from
eternal death all who believe in you.

As we remember Jesus’ death and resurrection, we thank you that you have
gathered us together to receive your Son’s body and blood. Send us your Spirit,
unite us as one, and strengthen our faith so that we may praise you in your
Son, Jesus Christ. Through him, we glorify and honor you, O God our Father,
with the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your
will be done on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive
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us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us. Lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the
glory are yours now and forever. Amen.

At this point we hear the actions Jesus took and the words he spoke on the
night he first offered the holy meal: the Words of Institution. These words of
consecration, together with the distribution of the elements and their reception
by the communicants, are the critical elements of the sacrament. We believe
that we receive the true body and blood of Christ under the bread and wine
when the elements are consecrated, distributed, and received.

With the peace of the Lord on our minds and in our hearts, we join in the last
canticle of the Ordinary, O Christ, Lamb of God—"Agnus Dei’, “Lamb of God”
in Latin. We are not surprised that believers have sung these words for
centuries: have mercy on us and grant us your peace. We approach the altar
full of confident joy. As the minister communes us, he identifies the body and
blood we are receiving for the forgiveness of sins. He bids us to “Go in peace,”
believing in the blessing we have received from Christ.

WORDS OF INSTITUTION
The peace of the Lord be with you always.

Amen.
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DISTRIBUTION

Our Savior desires that his people partake of the Sacrament with believers who
are united in their confession of faith. For this reason the Christian church has
practiced close (member) Communion throughout the ages. In doing so we
seek to uphold the true unity God desires for us in this holy meal. There are
some Christian churches today who have abandoned this practice in favor of
open Communion for any who wish to come forward. While this might seem
inviting and loving, it proves to be the opposite as it disregards God’s Word and
shows a lack of care for the souls of all gathered. Close communion expresses
God'’s desire for his people to be truly united in this most intimate act of our
fellowship. A brief word of explanation or notice in the bulletin often serves to
inform our guests of our Communion practice in this regard. While we typically
do not read the following note in our worship services, we will now take a
moment to do so as we consider the meaning of our forms of worship today.

DISTRIBUTION
In Holy Communion we receive the assurance of forgiveness through the body
and blood of our Savior. By sharing in this Sacrament, we also express our
complete agreement with one another according to the teachings of the Bible. If
you have not joined our fellowship (Wisconsin Synod), please permit us to tell
you about our Lutheran Christian faith before you partake of this Holy Supper
so that you can judge for yourself whether there is complete agreement
between us.

DISTRIBUTION HYMN: | COME, O SAVIOR, TO YOUR TABLE CW 670

CLOSE OF SERVICE

Our worship for this day comes to an end with thanksgiving, prayer, and the
blessing. One last time the Triune God confers on us his blessing, grace, and
peace. One last time we exclaim: “Amen.” The blessing we most often use is
known as the “Aaronic blessing” since it was given by God to Aaron, the first
high priest of Israel. This three-fold blessing of our Triune God, used by
Christians for over 3,500 years, comes with the promise of God to put his name
on his people and bless them (see Numbers 6:22-27).

The Service has provided us with opportunities to remember our baptisms, hear
the Word of God, and receive the Sacrament. These are the means of grace

18



the Holy Spirit uses to call, gather, enlighten, and sanctify the whole Christian
Church on earth. As ministers, musicians, artists, and worshipers, we do our
best to wrap the gospel in fitting words, beautiful music, meaningful symbols,
and lovely buildings that touch our hearts, but what is most important is the
proclamation of the gospel: Worshipers and ministers have come together to
praise God by proclaiming the gospel in Word and sacrament. We came to
worship for the gospel and with that gospel we depart to serve and witness.

Please stand

THANKSGIVING
Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good,;
his mercy endures forever.

PROCLAMATION
Whenever we eat this bread and drink this cup,
we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.

We give thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us with this saving gift.
We pray that through it you will strengthen our faith in you and increase our
love for one another. We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord, who
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

BLESSING
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and -}- give you peace.

Amen.
Please be seated
HYMN: LORD, DISMISS US WITH YOUR BLESSING Cw 927
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Grace Groups
ﬁ Gathering Together Around God’s Word

EXPLANTION OF WOSRHIP

God does not command us to worship in a particular way. Yet, God does
command that when we worship things ought to be done in a fitting and orderly
way (1 Corinthians 14:40). What aspects of our service do this best?

What is the difference between the Ordinary and the Proper? What good
purpose do each serve?

Why is it important to both retain the best of the past while also being open to
new things when it comes to worship?

Agree/Disagree: It doesn’t matter what we do when we gather for worship as
long as we gather around God’s Word and Sacraments.

What did you learn today that you did not know before? What do you still want to
better understand when it comes to our worship practices?
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