Here I Stand!
“I will speak of your statutes before kings
and will not be put to shame.”
—Psalm 119:46
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On April 18, 1521,
Martin Luther
appeared before
Emperor Charles V at
the Imperial Diet in
the German town of
Worms. He refused to
retract his writings
that were based on
Holy Scripture. The
painting, “Luther at
the Diet of Worms,” is
by Anton von Werner,
1877.

oday we celebrate the Festival of the Reformation of the Church.
The heart of the gospel is the forgiveness of sins, purchased and
won for us through the innocent death of Jesus Christ, the Lamb
of God who was slain for the sin of the world. The teaching of the
Christian Church is based on Scripture alone. Neither church
traditions, the decrees of popes and councils, nor emotion or reason
can replace the pure Word of God as the foundation of truth.
On October 31, 1517, a German monk and priest named Martin Luther
nailed 95 theses (statements for debate) on the door of the Castle
Church in Wittenberg, Germany. He maintained that the Bible should
be our only source of teaching, not man-made traditions. He showed
that God saved us by grace alone, through faith alone. He returned the
Bible to the hands of the people and quite literally changed the world.

The central issue of Reformation times is still an issue that every
human being must wrestle with today: How can I be a good person?
How can I know that God loves me and forgives me? How can I be
certain that after this life on earth I will not be punished eternally for my
sins? How can I know that I’m going to heaven?
Today we gather to observe the 504th anniversary of the beginning of
the Lutheran Reformation. We celebrate the grace of God who
reformed his Church and brought back the pure, simple, beautiful truth
of the gospel of free forgiveness and eternal life through Jesus our
Savior.

Area Reformation service
October 31, 2021, 4:00 p.m.—Here I stand!
Your word is a lamp to
my feet and a light for
my path.
—Psalm 119:105

For your convenience, please take note of the following:
•

Restrooms are to the left as you exit the sanctuary.

•

Cry room. There is a room where children may be quieted at
the back of the sanctuary.

•

Hearing assistance is available from an usher

If there is any other way in which we can assist you, let us know.

Divine Service
Opening hymn

#529—Built on the Rock

Please stand for the final stanza of the hymn.

Gathering Rite on the Word of God
M: In the name of the Father and of the Son  and of the Holy
Spirit
C: Amen.

Hymn response

Lord, Keep Us Steadfast in Your Word

M: Oh, how I love your law!
C: I meditate on it all day long.
M: Your commands make me wiser than my enemies,
C: for they are ever with me.
M: I have more insight than all my teachers,
C: for I meditate on your statutes.
M: How sweet are your words to my taste,
C: sweeter than honey to my mouth!
M: All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching,
rebuking, correcting, and training in righteousness,
C: so that the man of God may be thoroughly equipped for
every good work.

HYMN RESPONSE

Lord, Keep Us Steadfast in Your Word

CONFESSION OF SINS
M: We have despised God’s Word and failed to gladly hear and
learn it. For this and all our sins, we bow before God and humbly
ask his forgiveness.
C: Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful
and that I have disobeyed you in my thoughts, words, and
actions. I have done what is evil and failed to do what is
good. For this I deserve your punishment both now and in
eternity. But I am truly sorry for my sins, and trusting in my
Savior Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a
sinner.

HYMN RESPONSE

Lord, Keep Us Steadfast in Your Word

ABSOLUTION
M: God gave his Word so “that you may believe that Jesus is the
Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing you may have life in
his name.” The Scriptures testify about Jesus, who lived a
perfect life for you, died on the cross to pay for all your sins, and
rose again for your salvation. Therefore, as a called servant of
Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name
of the Father and of the Son  and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.
M: In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord.

SONG OF PRAISE

All Glory Be to God on High
The arranger of our
Song of Praise, “All
Glory Be to God on
High”, is Michael
Praetorius, who was
a German Lutheran
composer and
organist, one of the
most prominent of
his day. He served
as court musician at
Grönigen,
Wolfenbüttel, and
Dresden. He died
February 15, 1621,
at the age of fortynine years. This year
we observe the 400th
anniversary of
Praetorius’ death.
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THE WORD
M: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY
M: Let us pray:
Almighty God, through the preaching of your servants, the
blessed Reformers, you caused the light of the gospel to shine
forth. Grant that we may faithfully defend it against all enemies
and joyfully proclaim it for the salvation of people everywhere, to
the glory of your holy name; through your Son, Jesus Christ our
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever.
C: Amen.

Please be seated.

LESSON
God speaks to us
through his word,
so we are not misled
by the lies of false
prophets.

Jeremiah 23:23-29

M: 23“Am I only a God nearby,” declares the Lord, “and not a God
far away? 24Can anyone hide in secret places so that I cannot
see him?” declares the Lord. “Do not I fill heaven and earth?”
declares the Lord. 25“I have heard what the prophets say who
prophesy lies in my name. They say, ‘I had a dream! I had a
dream!’ 26How long will this continue in the hearts of these lying
prophets, who prophesy the delusions of their own minds?
27
They think the dreams they tell one another will make my
people forget my name, just as their fathers forgot my name
through Baal worship. 28Let the prophet who has a dream tell his
dream, but let the one who has my word speak it faithfully. For
what has straw to do with grain?” declares the Lord. 29“Is not my
word like fire,” declares the Lord, “and like a hammer that
breaks a rock in pieces?”
M: The Word of the Lord
C: Thanks be to God!

JOINT CHOIR

GOD IS OUR ROCK
Arranged by Pepper Choplin, © 2020
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LESSON

Romans 10:5-17

M: 5Moses describes in this way the righteousness that is by the
law: “The man who does these things will live by them.” 6But the
righteousness that is by faith says: “Do not say in your heart,
‘Who will ascend into heaven?’” (that is, to bring Christ down)
7
“or ‘Who will descend into the deep?’” (that is, to bring Christ up
from the dead). 8But what does it say? “The word is near you; it
is in your mouth and in your heart,” that is, the word of faith we
are proclaiming: 9That if you confess with your mouth, “Jesus is
Lord,” and believe in your heart that God raised him from the
dead, you will be saved. 10For it is with your heart that you
believe and are justified, and it is with your mouth that you
confess and are saved. 11As the Scripture says, “Anyone who
trusts in him will never be put to shame.” 12For there is no
difference between Jew and Gentile—the same Lord is Lord of
all and richly blesses all who call on him, 13for, “Everyone who
calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.” 14How, then, can
they call on the one they have not believed in? And how can they
believe in the one of whom they have not heard? And how can
they hear without someone preaching to them? 15And how can
they preach unless they are sent? As it is written, “How beautiful
are the feet of those who bring good news!” 16But not all the
Israelites accepted the good news. For Isaiah says, “Lord, who
has believed our message?” 17Consequently, faith comes from
hearing the message, and the message is heard through the
word of Christ.
M: The Word of the Lord
C: Thanks be to God!
Please stand.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

Romans 3:21,22

M: Alleluia! But now a righteousness from God, apart from law has
been revealed. This righteousness comes through faith in Jesus
Christ to all who believe. Alleluia!
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God’s Word
imparts knowledge
and creates faith in
human hearts.

GOSPEL

John 8:31-36

M: The Gospel according to John, chapter 8
C: Glory be to you, O Lord!
Continuing in
Jesus’ word, we
hold to the truth
that sets us free.

M:

31

To the Jews who had believed him, Jesus said, “If you hold to
my teaching, you are really my disciples. 32Then you will know the
truth, and the truth will set you free.” 33They answered him, “We
are Abraham’s descendants and have never been slaves of
anyone. How can you say that we shall be set free?” 34 Jesus
replied, “I tell you the truth, everyone who sins is a slave to sin.
35
Now a slave has no permanent place in the family, but a son
belongs to it forever. 36So if the Son sets you free, you will be free
indeed.”

M: This is the Gospel of our Lord.
C: Praise be to you, O Christ!

Please be seated.

HYMN OF THE DAY

#200—A Mighty Fortress

SERMON

Jeremiah 23:23-29

Let the one who has my word speak it faithfully
After the sermon, please stand.
The Nicene Creed
was formally
adopted by the
Christian Church as
a confession of faith
in AD 325. The creed
confesses that Jesus
Christ is “God from
God, Light from
Light, true God
from true God,” and
“For us and for our
salvation, he came
down from heaven,
was incarnate of the
Holy Spirit and the
virgin Mary, and
became fully
human.”

NICENE CREED
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of
heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from
Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one
being with the Father. Through him all things were made. For
us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven, was
incarnate of the Holy Spirit and virgin Mary, and became fully
human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. He
suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures. He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again
in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will
have no end.
6

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who
proceeds from the Father and the Son, who in unity with the
Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has
spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy
Christian and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism
for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the
dead and the life of the world to come. Amen.
Please be seated.

OFFERING
Today’s special offering will be used to defray the costs of this service and for
tuition assistance for students from the West Valley attending Martin Luther
College. Checks may be made out to Grace Ev. Lutheran Church.

Please stand.

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom
come, your will be done on earth as in heaven. Give us today
our daily bread. Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who
sin against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from
evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now
and forever. Amen.
Please be seated.

HYMN

#204—O God, Our Lord, Your Holy Word
Please stand.

PRAYER FOR GRACE
M: O Lord God, our heavenly Father, pour out the Holy Spirit on
your faithful people. Keep us strong in your grace and truth,
protect and comfort us in all temptation, and bestow on us your
saving peace; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C: Amen.
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THE BLESSING
M: The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and  give you peace.
C: Amen.
Please remain standing for the closing hymn.
The hymn is sung a cappella.

CLOSING HYMN

#293—God’s Word Is Our Great Heritage

Liturgy and hymns were reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-705990. All rights
reserved.
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Serving at Worship
Preaching minister ............................................... Pastor Aaron Bublitz
Heritage Lutheran Church, Gilbert, Arizona
Presiding minister ...................................... Pastor Zachary Vondeylen
Good Shepherd Lutheran Church, Phoenix, Arizona
Resurrection Lutheran Church, Phoenix, Arizona
Organist ............................................................................ Jeff Wegner
Grace Ev. Lutheran Church, Glendale, Arizona
Choir Director ................................................................. Alyssa Weed
Grace Ev. Lutheran Church, Glendale, Arizona

Choir Accompanist ................................................... Denise Koehnlein
Grace Ev. Lutheran Church, Glendale, Arizona
Instrumentalists Director .................................................Lara Johnson
Grace Ev. Lutheran Church, Glendale, Arizona
Trumpets ........................................ Aaron Huxtable, Regan Huxtable,
Emma Groth, & Jade Johnson
Grace Ev. Lutheran Church, Glendale, Arizona
French Horn.................................................................. Elijah Johnson
Grace Ev. Lutheran Church, Glendale, Arizona
Alto Saxophone ........................ Mallory Hermanson, Amanda Brenner
Grace Ev. Lutheran Church, Glendale, Arizona
Tenor Saxophone ................................................... Makenzie Oliphant
Grace Ev. Lutheran Church, Glendale, Arizona
Trombone ............................................. Rachel Groth, Aaron Tauchen
Grace, Glendale & Shepherd of the Valley, Surprise
Tuba ................................................................................... Matt Groth
Grace Ev. Lutheran Church, Glendale, Arizona
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We thank all who
participated in the
worship service
today. We thank all
our worshipers for
joining your voices
in prayer and praise
to our gracious
Savior God.

Grace Ev. Lutheran Church
5600 W. Palmaire Avenue
Glendale, Arizona 85301
(623) 937-2010
www.graceglendale.org
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