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Can’t I Take a Vacation from Learning? 

 
“I don’t want to go back to school!” said the little boy 

who finished one whole Wednesday of Kindergarten. In 
fact, he even missed Thursday and Friday and spent the 
weekend at the beach.  Daddy had business of out town 
and took the family with him.  But now it was Sunday 
evening, and he would have to go back to school in the 
morning.  The thought of sitting quietly, listening 
attentively, and following carefully at his teacher’s feet 
washed over the little boy like tar and feathers.   

“Dad, I thought Monday was a day off!” 
The father wanted to seize this teaching moment 

and increase his child’s appreciation for the value of 
hard work and setting aside one’s desire for instant 
gratification.  “Son, just because we went to the beach 
after only one day of school doesn’t mean we don’t need 
school.  Don’t ever say that you don’t want to go to 
school.  School is very important, because you learn 
very important things in school.  School is…fun?” 

How sincerely and eloquently put. He tried to say it 
with his most honest, fatherly-looking face.  He truly 
believed that it was important for his son to develop this 
love of learning and respect for those who taught.  And 
at the same time he couldn’t help but put himself in 
those toddler size tens.  It wasn’t hard to empathize with 
that struggle to choose between the unfamiliar and the 
familiar, between the structured and the spontaneous, 
between work and play.  A child will almost always 
choose the path of least resistance, because he is too 
young to understand ‘the bigger picture.’ 

At least his son had an excuse. 
The father looked at his own life and remembered 

multiple situations from past and present where he 
himself chose that path of least resistance.  Especially in 
spiritual matters he had opted for the cookies and candy 
of Christian faith and living rather than the meat and 
potatoes.  How much easier it was to just tell his family, 
‘We’re going to church, because it’s good for us,’ rather 
than explaining the process of learning and growing in 
faith.  And maybe he didn’t always think of it that way, 
either.   

How much easier it was to talk about the value of 
other people having home devotions on a regular basis.  
But what a burning pang of conscience he felt, knowing 
how often he had failed to follow his own advice about 

learning and growing in the grace and knowledge of the 
Savior, especially with his own family!  Or even on his 
own. 

“Learning is so important, son.”  
The father couldn’t help but remember a similar 

image used by the Apostle Paul in 1 Corinthians.  “When 
I was a child, I talked like a child, I thought lik e a 
child, I reasoned like a child. When I became a man , I 
put childish ways behind me, ” (13:11).  Paul was 
urging all believers, whether they were mature in the 
faith or not so mature, to seek deeper understanding of 
the Word.  And all the while believers know they will 
never have a perfectly clear knowledge and grasp of 
everything God has revealed – at least not in this 
lifetime.  Learning really continues until the day you die. 

And that’s the difference between a father and a 
child, a mature Christian and an immature one.  One 
realizes the absolute necessity and value of sitting 
quietly, listening attentively, and following carefully at the 
feet of Jesus in his Word.  He seeks this path of greater 
resistance, knowing that our human nature will whine 
and cry and fight against that spiritual growth and 
learning.  The believer struggles to set aside those 
childish ways, because he or she knows what great love 
lies at the heart and core of that divine truth.   

The Christian sees more clearly ‘the big picture’ of 
Christ’s blood spilled. Not only is it historical, factual 
knowledge, but it is the undeniable, comforting 
guarantee by God himself that I am forgiven.  I am 
cleansed.  I am not guilty.  And one day I will see that big 
picture, that perfectly clear image of our Savior’s face.  
And there will be no doubt as to why he wanted us to 
keep learning about him and his love. 

“Now we see but a poor reflection as in a mirror; 
then we shall see face to face. Now I know in part;  
then I shall know fully, even as I am fully known ,” (1 
Cor. 13:12). 

Reading those words, there was no trace of doubt in 
the father’s mind and heart.  Learning is what Christians 
do, to keep hearts and minds ready and focused on what 
is certainly to come.  How could he not share that with 
his family and those around him?  What a beautiful 
picture of heaven!  What a perfect reflection we will see 
of the Savior’s face!  What a wonderful reason to keep 
on learning of his love! 

Pastor Daylo 
_________________________________________ 
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July CHURCH Attendance 
July 4 18 July 18 52 
July 5 260 July 19 263 
July 11 51 July 25 78 
July 12 288 July 26 272 
Communion Attendance for July was 449. 

July SUNDAY School Attendance 
Date Adult  Youth  SS 
July 5 76 8 21 
July 12 85 7 26 
July 19 71 10 29 
July 26 72 10 25 
 

August CHURCH Attendance 
Aug 1 51 Aug 16 373 
Aug 2 312 Aug 22  
Aug 8 58 Aug 23  
Aug 9 351 Aug 29  
Aug 15 70 Aug 30  
Communion Attendance for August was 527. 

August SUNDAY School Attendance 
Date Adult  Youth  SS 
Aug 2 91 20 33 
Aug 9 82 10 37 
Aug 16 86 10 42 
Aug 23    
Aug 30    
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(T) Transfer to another WELS Congregation 
(R) Release 
(RM) Removed  
(BIC) Bible Information Class  
(P) Profession of Faith 
(YC) Youth Confirmation 
 

Membership Changes (in)  

 

 

Membership Changes (out)  

Al & Grace Moss (T) 
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Joshua Michael Krieger and Julie Anne Becker 
were united in Holy Matrimony on July 31, 2009. 
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IN THE FOOTSTEPS 
OF JESUS… 

 
We will have a meeting to explore the possibility 

of your participation in a trip to Israel in the fall of 
2010.  Lori Moline will be here to answer some 
beginning questions.  This is an information 
meeting only.  Your attendance is nothing more 
than gathering information.  This trip will be a fun, 
educational, and above all, spiritual, trip for 
everyone. 

Answers to the most frequently asked 
questions: 
 

·  The trip will be about 12 days and will be 
similar in cost to the trips to Germany and 
Greece. 

·  It is very safe.  Israel set a record for visitors 
from the U.S. last year (six million+).  We 
will not be close to Gaza. 

·  I will be limiting the size of the group to the 
mid 20’s to keep it from getting too unwieldy 
at the various sites. 

 
So when is this meeting?  Monday, September 13 
at 5 p.m. at Grace  (place on campus to be 
determined).  If you have others who are interested, 
they certainly are welcome to attend. 
 
If you have any questions, please feel free to ask.  
Shalom! 

Pastor Clark 
Ext 303 

�
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Five (5) lessons about the 
way we treat people   

  

Continued from last month… 
 

2. - Second Important Lesson -  
Pickup in the Rain   
 

One night, at 11:30 p.m., an older African 
American woman was standing on the side of an 
Alabama highway trying to endure a lashing rain 
storm. Her car had broken down and she 
desperately needed a ride.  Soaking wet, she 
decided to flag down the next car.  A young white 
man stopped to help her, generally unheard of in 
those conflict-filled 1960's. The man took her to 
safety, helped her get assistance and put her into a 
taxicab.  She seemed to be in a big hurry, but wrote 
down his address and thanked him.  

Seven days went by and a knock came on the 
man's door. To his surprise, a giant console color 
TV was delivered to his home. A special note was 
attached. It read:  "Thank you so much for assisting 
me on the highway the other night. The rain 
drenched not only my clothes, but also my spirits. 
 Then you came along. Because of you, I was able 
to make it to my dying husband's' bedside just 
before he passed away... God bless you for helping 
me and unselfishly serving others." 
Sincerely,  
Mrs. Nat King Cole.  

(note:  this one is a lovely story, but according to 
Snopes.com: “���� ����� 	
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"Work like you don't need the money,  
love like you've never been hurt,  
and dance like you do when nobody's 
watching."  

Submitted by, 
Bob Gruetzmacher, Head Elder 
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LUTHERAN ELEMENTARY SCHOOL –   
Matt Herbst, Principal  
 

Ready or Not, Here WE GO! 
School year #82 is now underway 
here at Grace Lutheran School.  
Eighty-two years ago, dedicated 
parents and members of Grace 
started a school to daily train their 
children in the ways of their Lord.  
Many things have changed since 
those humble beginnings.  But one 
thing hasn’t changed, the 
message!  What a joy it is to once again partner 
with parents in bringing up their children in the 
training and instruction of the Lord.  We ask for 
your prayers for the teachers, students, and 
families who are blessed to gather together daily 
around the promises of God. 
 
Feed your lambs, I’ll feed your lambs your 

words of truth alone; 
Fill their hearts with saving faith and claim them 

as your own.   
Let me feed them with the Word you fed me 

with until 
They’re ready, Lord, so ready, Lord, to go and 

do your will. 
(Ready, Lord LAPPY 252-253) 

 
K-8 Student Enrollment  – Many prayers have 
been answered as the Lord has shown growth in 
our school for the third consecutive year.  We 
ended the 2008-2009 year with a student 
enrollment of 118 in K-8 and have began the 2009-
2010 school year with 133 lambs entrusted to our 
care throughout the school day.  We thank the Lord 
for the opportunity he has is giving to Grace to be 
his witness to these families! 
 
Parenting Bible Classes – Beginning September 
1, Grace Lutheran School will be hosting a 
Parenting Bible Class from 8:15-9:00 AM.  We will 
begin in the youth room (formerly kindergarten 
room…now labeled Room 2) unless our group 
becomes too large.  ALL parents, grandparents, 
and friends are invited to hear what our Lord 
expects for raising his lambs, and the 
encouragements he and your fellow believers can 
give regarding this important job!  This month’s 
topic, “Spiritual Leadership.” 
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Student Assistance – In order to fulfill our 
promises to families regarding tuition assistance, 
we are asking for members and friends of Grace to 
consider a small donation to our Tuition Assistance 
Program.  With all of your help, we will easily reach 
our goal of fully funding all the assistance needs of 
our families.  Through your gifts, families will be 
able to send their children to Grace to hear the “one 
thing needed.”  You can use the enclosed Sponsor 
our Students (SOS) form to make donations.  
Contact Matt Herbst or Debbie Petersen for more 
information about this program.  Thank you! 
 
Tuition Tax Credit  – It is not too early to donate 
your AZ state taxes to a child here at Grace!  Fill 
out a H.E.L.P. Foundation donation packet 
(website, office, narthex) and use this dollar-for-
dollar tax credit to help a family pay their tuition!  
For more information, please speak with Matt 
Herbst or Debbie Petersen today! 
 
Movie Night  – Grace Lutheran School will be 
sponsoring a movie night for everyone in the 
Fellowship Hall on Friday, September 18 at 6 PM.  
There will not be a dinner, but we will have a 
concession stand available.  Bring your pillows and 
blankets and sprawl out throughout the Fellowship 
Hall for an evening of fun!  The doors will open at 
5:30!  We will be watching the classic, The Princess 
Bride. 
 
Important Upcoming Dates  
Sept. 1—Parenting Bible Class Begins 
Sept. 4—Principal’s Conference 
Sept. 7—No School Labor Day 
Sept. 13—Jr. Choir Sings, 10:30 AM 
Sept. 18 – Movie Night 
Sept. 19 – Super Saturday #1 
Sept. 19 – A Team Softball Tournament 
Sept. 23 – Progress Reports 
Sept. 24 – DC Parent Meeting, 6:30 PM 
Sept. 27 – 6-8 Grades Sing, 10:30 AM   
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Board of Education 

 
Our new school year is off to a great start!   
Thank you to all who participated in the 

improvements to our campus over the summer.  
New offices were established for the Principal and 
the Admissions Coordinator, the sandbox was 
removed along with the broken merry-go-round.  A 
tether ball was installed on the play ground.   

The teachers attended in-service training during 
the summer break to sharpen and improve their 
skills.   

We are looking forward to a fantastic school 
year.  This year’s school attendance began with 
133 students in grades K-8 and 27 preschoolers. 
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      MUSIC NOTES  
Choir/Handbells/ Men’s 
Octet - Lyle Koch ���  
 

Recently a congregation 
member lamented that he 
couldn't wait until choir 
rehearsals began again as he had missed the extra 
music very much.  Well, we are rejuvenated after 
the summer break, and are once again rehearsing. 

 The two adult handbell groups began preparing 
Christmas music on Monday, August 17th. The 
choir gathered for the first time on Monday, August 
24th and took time for a short party to welcome new 
members. There are lots of folders of music ready 
and waiting for additional singers. Spend one hour 
on Monday nights with your fellow Christians 
singing praise to our Lord. It is a win-win 
experience! 
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Stewardship / Deficit Update 

 
July Regular Offerings: $38,513 
July budgeted need  $55,692 
July Shortage ($17,179)  
YTD Regular Offerings: $38,513 
YTD budgeted need $55,692 
YTD Offerings Shortage ($17,179) 

Current Deficit  ($155,166)  

Special Deficit reduction 
funds received 

$35,890 from leaders 
+ $38,100 from 

congregation 
Extra Synod Support - 
Walking Together Funds 
collected in July 

$480 
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Bottles for Life 

  

We collected a total of $1915 during this year’s 
Baby Bottle Fund Drive.  Thanks to all who 
participated!  We have forwarded the 
funds to the West Valley Chapter of 
Thrivent Financial for Lutherans.  They 
will match the funds and send us back 
a check to forward to Alpha. 
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College Students & Parents of 

College Students…  
 

PLEASE contact us by phone, e-mail, snail 
mail, slip of paper on Sunday morning, or 
carrier pigeon!  We need updated addresses 
for all students that aren’t living at home.  Also, 
what college you are attending.         THANKS!  

 
 

 
 
GRACE LADIES AID 
 

The Grace Ladies Aid will begin meeting again 
on Tuesday, September 1st, at 7:00 PM in the 
Fellowship Hall! All Grace ladies are welcome to 
attend; we would love to see you there! We will be 
planning the various events for this year: packages 
for our out-of-state college students, LWMS Fall 
Rally, elections, etc. 
 

The LWMS Fall Rally will be held at Grace this 
year. Set aside Saturday, October 10th, to enjoy a 
day with other LWMS members from our Grand 
Canyon Circuit. By the way, men are welcome to 
attend, too . Watch the bulletin for more details as 
the date draws nearer.  
 

The Ladies Aid is still in need of several new 
group co-leaders. If you would be willing to serve 
as a co-leader, please call Alice at (623) 937-2010, 
ext. 301, or email secretary@graceglendale.org. 
Keep in mind that the veteran leader will still be a 
member of the group and can give guidance to the 
new leader. We would really appreciate your help! 

 

We are pleased to have Brittany Wall volunteer 
to replace Barb Welch as our LWMS Reporter. We 
appreciate all the years Barb has served us in this 
capacity. She is currently helping Brittany become 
familiar with the LWMS Reporter duties. Welcome, 
Brittany, we hope you find the duties as enjoyable 
as Barb did. 

Alice Thiesfeldt 
President 
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Deer Valley’s Women’s Retreat  

September 26 
��

One of the first things little girls want is a purse 
so they can be like mommy. Give them any type of 
bag and before you know it, it’s filled to the brim 
with ‘stuff’. Ask most ladies about their purse and 
what’s inside and the answer is usually the same— 
“the ‘stuff’ I need”. Whether your bag is big or tiny, 
we all have ‘stuff’ needed for the day.  

At our retreat, we’ll be looking at some of the 
‘stuff’ we carry around in our ‘spiritual purse’ and 
may not even realize. Our theme for the day: 
“What’s In Your Bag” 

 
Our guest speaker is Mary Clemons from 

Tucson.  
 
Join with women from around Arizona for this 

annual event. Make plans to attend and bring a 
friend for this day of Christian fellowship, inspiration 
and fun.  

Register on line at www.deervalley.org or call 
623-581-1198 

Women’s Retreat  
Saturday September 26  

8:30 AM—2 PM   

 
 
�
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www.graceglendale.org 
 

 
���� � � � ���� �

�
 

 
 
TEENS… 

Our Teens group is for our Grace youth which 
includes all who have been confirmed on through 
high school age.  There is a special Sunday 
School/Bible Class for this group that meets every 
Sunday morning at 9:30 in Room 2 (previously the 
Kindergarten room - the room numbers have been 
changed to reflect the move). 

Upcoming Activities: 
 

·  September 5 - Painting the Youth Room 
and then Pool Party afterwards. 

·  September 20 - Lunch & a movie. 
·  October 2 – Lock-in at Grace 7 PM - 7 

AM on Saturday. 
·  October 18 - Scavenger Hunt 

If you have any questions, please contact Jen 
Kruegel at 602-292-1870. 
 

 
 
Young Adults Activities 

·  The Young Adults will be meeting at 
Grace on September 11. 

·  September 25 - Scavenger Hunt 
·  September 28 - Deliver collected food to 

West Side Food Bank 
·  October 16 - Trip to Dave & Busters 
·  October 20 - Costume Party & Potluck 

If you have any questions, please contact Jen 
Kruegel at 602-292-1870. 
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SCRIP NEWS… 
 

Thanks to all of you that take the time to buy 
your scrip cards before you go shopping, to get 
gas, pick up groceries, or out to eat! 

We have just received our profit-sharing checks 
from ALA:  $1,697.14 was received toward tuition 
for 15 different families. Another $870.36 was 
received for our Tuition Assistance Program. 

If you haven’t used the Scrip program in the 
past - this would be a great time to start!  We’ve 
already started building up $$ for next year. 
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OUR SUNDAY SCHOOL IS FREE TOO! ��� �  
 

We have classes available for all ages on Sunday 
mornings at 9:30.  Make it a part of your regular 
worship schedule! 
 

New weekday Bible Classes start in September: 
 

·  Tuesdays @ 8:15 AM 
·  Tuesdays @ 2:00 PM 
·  Wednesdays @ 7:00 PM 
·  Fridays @ 10:00 AM 
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Grace Boy & Girl Pioneers 
 

Pioneer sign-up night is August 27th.  Looks like we 
may be trying something new this year.  Pioneers 
will probably be switching their meeting nights to 
Tuesdays. (This is NOT reflected on the September 
calendar that is enclosed - so please make note if 
your children are involved in the Pioneer 
programs!)  Most likely, the Boys will be meeting on 
the 2nd and 4th Tuesdays and the Girls will meet on 
the 4th Tuesday.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


