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WHAT ARE YOU CULTIVATING?

Maybe it's because | grew up in the
city and it was something | never really
saw. Maybe it's because the fresh
grown tomatoes from my grandfather’s
garden always tasted s00000.... good.
Maybe it goes all the way back to that
kindergarten project where we all
planted our little beans, watched them grow in
our sawed off milk cartons and then took them
home expecting Jack (and the Beanstalk!) would
be climbing it one day.

I’'m not sure why it is, but as | drive from place
to place, | can't tell you the interest with which |
watch the fields in Glendale grow! Even after all
these years of living here, | still haven'’t quite
figured out the growing season — and maybe |
don’t have to. | just like watching things grow.
For me it is the Garden of Eden all over again. It
is the hand of God reaching down from heaven,
powerfully reminding us of his creating and
preserving power. It is the miracle of the Feeding
of the Five Thousand extended to millions. Did
you get it... | like to watch things grow.

That doesn’t mean every growing thing is
good. Every year around Easter as my eyes
begun to itch and my nose starts running a
marathon, | am reminded that sin is present in
God’s creation. The weeds that mature into trees
overnight in my carefully uncultivated yard
engage my precious time like sand hurtling
through an hour glass. If | don’t, my yard
becomes like all those vacant homes with a yard
full of tinder waiting for a spark.

Jesus proclaimed this challenge of growth in
a parable about the kingdom of heaven. 2 Jesus
told them another parable: “The kingdom of
heaven is like a man who sowed good seed in
his field. 2°> But while everyone was sleeping, his
enemy came and sowed weeds among the
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wheat, and went away. “° When the wheat
sprouted and formed heads, then the weeds
also appeared.

" “The owner’s servants came to him and
said, ‘Sir, didn’t you sow good seed in your
field? Where then did the weeds come from?’

2« An enemy did this,” he replied.

“The servants asked him, ‘Do you want us
to go and pull them up?’

29« ‘No,” he answered, ‘because while you are
pulling the weeds, you may root up the wheat
with them. *° Let both grow together until the
harvest. At that time | will tell the harvesters: First
collect the weeds and tie them in bundles to be
burned; then gather the wheat and bring it into
my barn.” ” (Mt 13:24-30)

It's summer time and even if you are out of
the “school year cycle,” you probably look at this
time as a time for rest, relaxation, and a
recharging of the batteries. Although much work
continues to go on, there is no doubt that our
summer schedule is very different from our
school year schedule.

Please remember that growth is still going on
in you, either quickly or slowly, but it is still going
on. So what are you cultivating this summer? Is
it God’'s garden? Is it the weeds that infest the
garden? Is it both?

I hope and pray that all of you find time for
relaxation and enjoyment this summer, but,
please don't forget there are always weeds
among the wheat. Be vigilant, recognize the
difference, and grow that good food! We may not
be able to avoid the weeds, but we certainly
don’t want to encourage it through our action or
our inaction. Cultivate your faith, your good
deeds, your Christian life through Word and
Sacrament here in God’s garden. The harvest is
coming.

-Pastor Clark




June CHURCH Attendance

June 6 55 June 20 49
June 7 285 June 21 307
June 13 59 June 27 43
June 14 289 June 28 344

Communion Attendance for June was 559.
June SUNDAY School Attendance

Date Adult Youth SS
June 7 77 12 26
June 14 64 12 20
June 21 103 10 30
June 28 82 11 34

July CHURCH Attendance

July 4 18 July 18 52
July 5 260 July 19 263
July 11 51 July 25
July 12 288 July 26

Communion Attendance for July was 449.
July SUNDAY School Attendance

Date Adult Youth SS
July 5 76 8 21
July 12 85 7 26
July 19
July 26

(T) Transfer to another WELS Congregation

s s
WELECOME

(BIC) Bible Information Class
MEMBERS

(P) Profession of Faith
(YC) Youth Confirmation

Membership Changes (in)

Susan Nelson (T)

Membership Changes (out)
Loren & Debbie Wagner (T)
Jenna Wagner (T)

VOTERS MEETING REMINDER!
August 2 at noon - come at 11:30 or
plan to stay after late service for lunch.

Traveling Abroad

One of our members, Rachel Gotschall, is
serving with the Peace Corps and is currently
in Moldova, which is located in Eastern Europe
between Romania and Ukraine. Check out
her travels with her blog at this website:
http: //thoughtsfrommoldova.blogspot.com
You can also drop her a line at:
rgotscha@gmail.com
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And E-Mail NEWS from JAPAN...



Hi,

How is everyone at Grace? We think about you
often, and we really miss seeing you all on
Sundays. It's been a little difficult conducting a
worship service at home-- the kids are both so
distracted. We tried going to the church services
offered here, but we don't feel comfortable with
their "chicken soup for the soul" attitude. There are
churches off base (Baptist and Protestant) in the
town of Misawa with English speaking services, but
| don't want to give my kids the wrong idea about
attending just any church. Thank you for sending
the sermons and bulletins every week --we
appreciate the guidance.

Our visit with Pastor Wordell from Tokyo went
very well. We had a short Bible study the next
morning after our service the evening before, and
he returned to Tokyo shortly afterward. It's a three
hour trip on the bullet train, so he was back in time
to conduct the Saturday evening service at his
church in Tokyo. The other family we met here has
since moved to another base, but we didn't get
any contact information. Their last name was
Knouse with a silent "K". | don't know when we'll
be able to see Pastor Wordell again, hopefully
before the end of the year. | am going to see if |
can find other WELS members on Misawa -- |
should have done that when we first arrived.

We took our vacation to Alaska a couple weeks
ago. We spent 26 hours just getting there, and
about the same amount of time on the return
trip. The train trip was about 4/12 hours total (we
took the express from the Tokyo station to Narita
airport terminal), andthe plane was around 14
hours. Add in the layovers, picking up the rental
car, driving to the hotel, etc., and it came out to
about 26 hours.

Dennis had hurt his knee about a month before
the trip (torn meniscus during morning exercise),
and he was still wearing a knee brace to keep it
aligned. All that traveling didn't help it much. He
was walking with a cane for a little while after he
got off the crutches. He is in physical therapy now
and seems to be getting better. We are hoping he
won't need surgery. Of course, all that means we
haven't been doing a lot of walking around, so what
we have seen of Japan consists of glimpses out the
train or car window. No, we didn't take any pictures
on the train. Every time we tried to take a picture,
we went through another tunnel. Boring picture. If
we had been able to take one, it would be quite
blurred -- the shinkhansen (bullet train) travels
around 250 miles per hour. | don't think my camera

could handle that, even on the sports setting.

I've attached a couple pictures we took. Me
with the ling cod | caught, and the whole catch (two
ling cod and four halibut) we brought in from the
Gulf of Alaska. Also a picture from the back porch
of Lake Sullivan Lodge -- a very nice stop about
halfway to Seward.

God's blessings to everyone,

Dennis, Laura, Alex & Andrew Hamm

"I can do all things through him who gives me
strength."” Philippians 4:13

“So basically he took five loaves of bread
and supersized em.”




Five (5) lessons about the way
we treat people

(this is the first in a series of 5 -
check back next month for more)
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1 - First Important Lesson - The
Cleaning Lady. 4

During my second month of college, our
professor gave us a pop quiz. | was a conscientious
student and had breezed through the questions,
until | read the last one: "What is the first name of
the woman who cleans the school?"

Surely this was some kind of joke. | had seen
the cleaning woman several times. She was tall,
dark-haired and in her 50's, but how would | know
her name? | handed in my paper, leaving the last
guestion blank. Just before class ended, one
student asked if the last question would count
toward our quiz grade.

"Absolutely,” said the professor. "In your
careers, you will meet many people. All are
significant. They deserve your attention and care,
even if all you do is smile and say "hello."

I've never forgotten that lesson. | also learned
her name was Dorothy.

Submitted by,
Bob Gruetzmacher, Head Elder

LUTHERAN ELEMENTARY ‘“"’
SCHOOL — Matt Herbst, Principal . ‘ﬁi«‘%‘}
Christ's Love, Our Calling is the "*@)
theme for the 2009-2010 school > “
year at Grace Lutheran School. Ve

This is based on the familiar TRISTIAN
passage in Il Corinthians 5:14-15 SCHQOQQL,
which says ““For Christs love —
compels us, because we are convinced that one
died for all, and therefore all died. *>And he died for
all, that those who live should no longer live for
themselves but for him who died for them and was
raised again.

With this theme in front of us and the love of our
Lord motivating us, we are looking forward to
another year of continued blessing in the Christian
education of God's lambs through the ministry of
our school. Classes start up on August 12. Please
keep the students, teachers, and staff in your
prayers as the final moments of summer vacation
wind down and the preparations for this coming
school year are finalized.

Enroliment Information — Would you like to learn
more about our Christian, high-quality education?
If so, please contact the school to schedule a tour
and to speak with us about how Grace can serve
your child’s spiritual and educational needs!

Sponsor our Students — Sponsor our Students
(SOS) is a wonderful opportunity for those who
would like to donate to our tuition assistance fund.
SOS is set-up so that you can either designate a
specific child or just donate to an undesignhated
fund. With a large number of tuition assistance
requests, we would love to help as many families
receive a Christ-centered education as possible.
SOS forms can be found in this newsletter, on the
school’s website, or from the office.

Tuition Tax Credit — It is not too early to donate
your AZ state taxes to a child here at Grace! Fill
out a HELP Foundation donation packet (website,
office, narthex) and use this dollar for dollar tax
credit to help a family pay their tuition! For more
information, please speak with Matt Herbst or
Debbie Petersen today!

Important Upcoming Dates
August 1 — Registration Day 8 am - noon
August 4 — Back-to-School In-service at ALA
August 5 — Back-to-School In-Service at Grace
August 8 — Clean-up Day 8 am - noon
August 9 — Opening Service — 10:30 service
August 10 — Back-to-School Night

6:30 new families, 7:00 all families
August 12 — First Day of School

Stewardship / Deficit Update

June Regular Offerings: $45,094

June budgeted need $55,062

June Shortage ($9,968)
YTD Regular Offerings: $630,700
YTD budgeted need $715,805
YTD Offerings Shortage ($85,105)
Year end Deficit ($109,078)

$35,890 from leaders
+ $37,904 from
congregation

Special Deficit reduction
funds received

Extra Synod Support -
Walking Together Funds $666
collected in June




MUSIC NOTES
Choir/Handbells/ Men’s
Octet - Lyle Koch

As the days of summer
progress so does the
planning and preparation in
the music area. Music for the choir, hand bells and
octet is being reviewed and ordered. The
accompanists and director have plans to attend a
Music Reading session for church music the first
part of August.

Sewing has also been accomplished as Sandra
Lederer has made new Roman Soldier costumes
for use during the Living Nativity and Celebration of
Christmas.

Several students or graduates of Grace
Lutheran have attended Music Camp at Northern
Arizona University. During Jr. Camp Janie Unkefer
and Sarah Unkefer were selected for the Honor
Band with Janie securing first chair in the clarinet
section. Connor Phillips was selected for the brass
section in the Gold Band. The week long camp was
a fantastic experience for all the campers as they
were immersed in musical activities each day.
Several members of church attended the
culminating concert.

AUGUST 24 is an evening to mark on your
calendar! It will be the first rehearsal for the new
season of choir. Handbells will meet on Monday,
August 17 to begin preparing for the Christmas
presentations at Desert Botanical (December 19)
and Glendale Glitters. Hopefully YOU will be a part
of the rehearsal on AUGUST 24.

We thank Calle Solie for so capably playing
handbells with the Grace group. Calle is leaving
our state for college and another person is needed.
If you are interested in learning to play or if you
have experience and can be free on Monday nights
from 6:15 - 7:00, please let Pat or Lyle know. It is a
super experience!

“Sing to the Lord a new song” Psalm 96

Updated Website! Check it out:

www.graceqlendale.org
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Lunch & games fellowship for the Teens Group
on August 9 and August 23 starting at noon.

If you have any questions, please contact Jen
Kruegel at 602-292-1870.
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Young Adults Activities

The Young Adults will be meeting at Grace on
August 14 & 28 for Game Night and pot luck
dinner.... We are always looking for new games to
play! Kids are welcome!

If you have any questions, please contact Jen
Kruegel at 602-292-1870.

Please, Dad,
not the
“When [ was
your age”

sermon.

Please, Dad,
not the
“When I was
your age”
lecture.

NORMAL FAMILY

PASTOR’S FAMILY




MARK YOUR CALENDARS:
Ladies Aid Meeting Tuesday, September 1

LWMS Fall Rally - here at Grace, Saturday,
October 10 ™ (Men are welcome to attend, t00.)

st

We are still looking for a few new group
leaders. Please call Alice at (623) 937-2010, ext.
301, or email secretary@graceqglendale.org for
more details. Keep in mind that the veteran leader
will still be a member of the group and can give
guidance to the new leader. We would really
appreciate your help!

Barb Welch has served as our LWMS Reporter
for many years. She has asked that she be allowed
to step down from her position this fall after
assisting in the planning of the LWMS Fall Rally at
Grace. If anyone is interested in becoming our
LWMS Reporter, now would be a good time to
volunteer for the position so that Barb can help you
to become familiar with the duties, which are easy
and enjoyable.

Notes from the 46 ™ Annual LWMS Convention
in Denver June 25-28:

The speakers were all fantastic! Weather was
good. The hotel was wonderful. The beds were so
comfortable... There were over 1000 fellow
WELS members from across the country - what a
positive atmosphere. It was a GREAT experience.

The first workshop that we attended was
“Cultural differences Between Western and Muslim
Women” presented by Jacob. (Jacob was a Muslin
who is now Lutheran. He was here at Grace and
spoke to our students a year or two ago.) It was
very enlightening and sad hearing about the Muslim
ways, and the treatment that the women endure.
On a positive note, Jacob announced at the

Conference that he had just become an American
citizen. Congratulations Jacob!

Our second workshop was “Connecting Christ
With Your Community” with Pastor Bill Cornelius
from Battlement Mesa, Co. He talked about
growing their new congregation in this small area.
They started out by coaching local sports teams,
participating in community events, making friends,
and just making themselves known without any
strings attached. People became curious and
started asking them about their new church.

The third and fourth sessions were my personal
favorites. (You'll have to ask Don which workshops
he liked the best.) Saturday morning we listened to
Becki Detro from Idaho “Witnessing God’s Love to
Mormons.” She presented so much information. (I
wished that I'd have had that knowledge before
some previously frustrating conversations.) Don’s
sister Sarah, in Mesa, is an e-mail correspondent
for the Truth in Love to Mormons ministry and has
worked a great deal with Becki. Sarah has some
great stories to tell too. You can check out their
website at www.truthinloveministry.net.

Our final workshop was “Feeling the Pulse of
the Warm Heart of Africa” presented by Terri
Unterholzner. You may recognize Terri as one of
our Befriend a Mission nhames. She presented a
slide show depicting a normal day in her life at the
Malawi Lutheran Mobile Clinic. Terri is neither a
doctor nor a nurse. She headed off to Africa to
help manage the office/bookkeeping. It was
obvious from her pictures that it's not a normal desk
job. She is very active in the daily trips to the
various communities. She was busy taking pictures
on this trip back to the States so she could show
everyone in Africa that we all really exist. We were
fortunate to have Terri and her mother seated at
our table for the final Banquet. We enjoyed visiting
with the two of them. You can read about Terri
through their blog at www.wels.net. Search for
Lutheran Mobile Clinic (also known as CAMM).

Wish we could have had more Grace family
members in attendance in Denver. Please plan to
attend the Fall Rally here at Grace in October and
start thinking now about the possibility of going to
St. Louis, MO in June of 2010 for the 47" Annual
Convention. (Guys, be sure and ask Don about
attending a Women’s Conference...and then you
can think about attending with your wife.)

Debbie Petersen




ALA Night at the DiamondBacks!

Join the crowd of hundreds of Arizona
Lutheran Academy fans at the D’'Backs
vs. San Diego Padres game on

Saturday, September 26
at 5:10 pm

Tickets are only $10 each!

- Be sure to arrive 15 minutes before the game
time to hear the ALA A Capella choir sing the
National Anthem!

- Tickets can be purchased until Sunday,
September 6

In the ALA office
From your ALA Scrip coordinator
Online at alacoyotes.org

- Cash, check, or credit card accepted

- Go to alacoyotes.org or call the ALA office at
602-268-8686 for more information




