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Why Go through the Motions 
 of Prayer and Worship? 

 

You’ve probably heard it said 
before. And maybe you yourself have at 
least thought it: “Our worship is so 
predictable and repetitious. Do people 
really get anything out of it?” It’s a valid question. 
And if worship and prayer seem stale and empty of 
meaning after a while, we should at least try to find 
a solution. 

In recent newsletters, we examined the value of 
repetition in worship, through liturgical readings, 
songs and prayers.  It provides a sense of 
community, a connection with those present and 
even with millions of other Christians throughout 
the world and the centuries.  

It also provides stability in worship and security 
beyond. Think of the Song of Simeon, “Lord, now 
let your servant depart in peace according to 
your word... ” (Can you remember the rest?... “For 
my eyes …”) One writer put it very personally, 
“However old age may whittle me down one day, 
whatever human capacities whither away, I’m 
counting on the liturgical words, the ones I’ve been 
singing all my life, to rise to the surface of me and 
carry me home.”  

You have seen God’s salvation, the light of the 
Gentiles, the glory of God’s people Israel. 

Jesus is the one on whom we center in worship, 
for whose goodness we give thanks.  

You probably noticed that the opening verse 
referenced above is a common table prayer. It 
begins and closes Psalm 118. It’s so well known 
and common, I could say it in my sleep. And I have 
almost, as my son reminded me of the bedtime 
prayer I was supposed to be saying (“Now I lay me 
down to sleep…”) instead of the suppertime prayer 
I started saying. Yikes! Maybe I do use that prayer 
too much? 

You’ve probably also caught yourself 
thoughtlessly reciting portions of prayers at home 
or in worship. Should we stop using those prayers 

and songs, or does the problem of 
dullness lie elsewhere? 

The gospels of Matthew and Mark 
note that after the Last Supper, Jesus and 
the disciples sang a hymn. Think about it:  
Jesus had just predicted his own gory 
death, and that the disciples would desert 

him and scatter. “Okay, let’s sing!” Why? Because 
the disciples had prayed and sung those Hallel 
Psalms (115-118) since they were boys, and so 
had Jesus. It was part of the Passover celebration. 
Talk about needing stability under pressure! They 
had it, because those words communicated God’s 
promises. The night before Jesus was about to go 
through his own personal hell, Jesus chanted for 
them: “The Lord is with me; I will not be afraid. 
What can man do to me? ” (Psalm 118:6). 

Those promises were as true and meaningful 
for Jesus and his disciples then as they are for us 
now. The singing probably ended this way: “Give 
thanks to the Lord, for he is good; his love 
endures forever. ” (Psalm 118:29). Jesus was 
saying grace. “Soon they would lay Jesus down on 
the wooden beams and position his limbs as 
needed. Someone would approach with a nail. He 
would open his hand… “and satisfy the desires of 
every living thing. ” 

The fact is, the words that proclaim God’s 
goodness and grace, his mercy and love, are words 
worth repeating over and over again. The 
combination of forgetfulness, instability and self-
reliance is deadly to Christian faith, and only God’s 
word – his means of grace – can create and renew 
a clean heart and a steadfast spirit within me. 
That’s our prayer and song based on God’s 
promises again, promises repeated for hundreds of 
years by many other believers. 

If worship seems stale and empty after a while, 
something needs to change. But with all due 
respect, it’s not something that needs to change; 
it’s someone. And I’m just as guilty as the next 
worshiper.  

“Give thanks to the 
Lord, for he is 
good; his love 
endures forever. ” 
(Psalm 118:1) 
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If you’re doing this already, then keep it up. 
Before worship begins, take a moment to ask God 
to keep your heart and mind focused on his 
powerful promises of love and forgiveness. Ask him 
to “curb my wandering thoughts, that with undivided 
attention I may hear your voice and sing your 
praise.” 

And remember, God’s forgiveness has an 
objective quality – it’s true whether we feel it or not. 
That comforting fact has given believers real joy 
and peace in day-to-day life, filled with sin and 
temptations. In worship we find rest, and for that we 
can give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; his love 
endures forever! 

- Pastor Daylo 
_________________________________________ 
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May CHURCH Attendance  
May 2  64 May 21 Grad 355 
May 3 344 May 23 54 
May 9 54 May 24 327 
May 10 371 May 30 53 
May 16 50 May 31 322 
May 17 333   
Communion Attendance for May was 600. 

May SUNDAY School Attendance 
Date Adult  Youth  SS 
May 3 70 7 27 
May 10 85 12 21 
May 17 96 11 25 
May 24 85 9 25 
May 31 89 12 32 
 
June CHURCH Attendance  
June 6  55 June 20 49 
June 7 285 June 21 307 
June 13 59 June 27  
June 14 289 June 28  
Communion Attendance for June was 559. 

June SUNDAY School Attendance 
Date Adult  Youth  SS 
June 7 77 12 26 
June 14 64 12 20 
June 21 103 10 30 
June 28    
 
 


����
����	�������
����
����	�������
����
����	�������
����
����	�������� �� �	 			
(T) Transfer to another WELS Congregation 
(R) Release 
(RM) Removed  
(BIC) Bible Information Class  
(P) Profession of Faith 
(YC) Youth Confirmation 
 

Membership Changes (in)  

none 

Membership Changes (out)  

Jacob Rhodes (T) 
Rev. & Charity Spevacek (T) 
Joel Wagner (T) 
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Laurisa DeeAnne Martin was brought into the 
Kingdom of God’s Grace through the sacrament of 
Holy Baptism on May 30, 2009. 

 

 

In His infinite wisdom,  our Lord called from this 
life unto himself in heaven the soul of Elaine Vesta 
Steinmann on June 17, 2009 at the age of 82. 
Services were held on June 22, 2009 at Grace 
Lutheran Church with interment at National 
Memorial Cemetery of Arizona on June 23rd. 
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WHAT HAPPENS IN 
HEAVEN  
 

I dreamed that I went to 
Heaven and an angel was 
showing me around. We 
walked side-by-side inside a 
large workroom filled with 
angels. My angel guide 
stopped in front of the first section and said, 'This is 
the Receiving Section. Here, all petitions to God 
said in prayer are received.'  

I looked around in this area, and it was terribly 
busy with so many angels sorting out petitions 
written on voluminous paper sheets and scraps 
from people all over the world. 

 Then we moved on down a long corridor until 
we reached the second section. The angel then 
said to me, 'This is the Packaging and Delivery 
Section. Here, the graces and blessings the people 
asked for are processed and delivered to the living 
persons who asked for them. 'I noticed again how 
busy it was there. There were many angels working 
hard at that station, since so many blessings had 
been requested and were being packaged for 
delivery to Earth. 

 Finally at the farthest end of the long corridor 
we stopped at the door of a very small station. To 
my great surprise, only one angel was seated 
there, idly doing nothing. 'This is the 
Acknowledgment Section,' my angel friend quietly 
admitted to me. He seemed embarrassed 'How is it 
that there is no work going on here?' I asked.  

'So sad,' the angel sighed. 'After people receive 
the blessings that they asked for, very few send 
back acknowledgments.'  

'How does one acknowledge God's blessings?' 
I asked. 

 'Simple,' the angel answered. Just say, 'Thank 
you, Lord.' 

 'What blessings should they acknowledge?'  I 
asked.  

'If you have food in the refrigerator, clothes on 
your back, a roof overhead and a place to sleep 
you are richer than 75% of this world. If you have 
money in the bank, in your wallet, and spare 
change in a dish, you are among the top 8% of the 
world's wealthy.'  

'And if you have your own computer, you are 
part of the 1% in the world who has that 
opportunity. '  

'If you woke up this morning with more health 
than illness… You are more blessed than the many 
who will not even survive this day.'  

'If you have never experienced the fear in 
battle, the loneliness of imprisonment, the agony of 
torture, or the pangs of starvation... You are ahead 
of 700 million people in the world.'  

'If you can attend a church without the fear of 
harassment, arrest, torture or death you are envied 
by, and more blessed than, three billion people in 
the world.' 

 'If your parents are still alive and still married 
...you are very rare.'  

'If you can hold your head up and smile, you are 
not the norm, you're unique to all those in doubt 
and despair.'  

OK, what now? How can I start? If you can read 
this message, you are more blessed than over two 
billion people in the world who cannot read at all.  

Have a good day, count your blessings, and if 
you want, pass this along to remind everyone else 
how blessed we all are.  
 
ATTN: Acknowledge Dept.: 'Thank you Lord, for 
giving me the ability to share this message and for 
giving me so many wonderful people to share it 
with.'  

Submitted by, 
Bob Gruetzmacher, Head Elder 
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LUTHERAN ELEMENTARY 
SCHOOL – Matt Herbst, Principal  
 

Praise to the Lord!   We thank our 
Lord for another school year where 
our students, parents, and teachers 
have been able to grow in their faith 
and understanding of our Savior.  
Now preparations are being made to do it all over 
again next year.  Although the teachers’ schedules 
are a bit more relaxed during the summer months, 
we are still fervently working to prepare for next 
year.   
Please pray with us that the Lord blesses our 
summer prep time, and that he gives us even more 
opportunities to share his Word with even more 
families and students! 
 
Enrollment Information  – Would you like to learn 
more about our Christian, high-quality education?  
If so, please contact the school principal to 
schedule a tour and to speak with him about how 
Grace can serve your child’s educational needs! 
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Sponsor our Students – Sponsor our Students 
(SOS) is a wonderful opportunity for those who 
would like to donate to our tuition assistance fund.  
SOS is set-up so that you can either designate a 
specific child or just donate to an undesignated 
fund.  With a large number of tuition assistance 
requests, we would love to help as many families 
receive a Christ-centered education as possible.  
SOS forms can be found in this newsletter, on the 
school’s website, or from the office.   
 
Tuition Tax Credit  – It is not too early to donate 
your AZ state taxes to a child here at Grace!  Fill 
out a HELP Foundation donation packet (found on 
the website, in the office, or narthex) and use this 
dollar for dollar tax credit to help a family pay their 
tuition!  For more information, please speak with 
Matt Herbst or Debbie Petersen today! 
 
Continued Education – Every one of our teachers 
will be in a classroom this summer doing some 
continued education.  We all feel that it is important 
to grow as professional educators.  Five teachers 
will even be heading to Las Vegas for this year’s 
National Conference on Differentiated Instruction.  
Four will be finalizing their state certification goals 
of a 45 hour Structured English Immersion Course, 
and one will be attending the AZ Kindergarten 
Conference. Please keep our teachers in your 
prayers as we continue to grow as more disciplined 
professional educators. 
 
Important Upcoming Dates  
August 1 – Registration Day 
August 3 – Back-to-School In-service 
August 4 – Back-to-School In-Service 
August 8 – Clean-up Day 
August 9 – Opening Service 
August 10 – Back-to-School Night 
August 12 – First Day of School 
    
FUNDRAISER UPDATES: 
$53.37 received from Bashas 
$16.00 received from Fresh & Easy 
$303.91 received from Picateers (school pictures) 
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www.graceglendale.org  
 

check our website often for up-to-date 
calendar events, sermons, Bible Class 

information, school news, etc. 
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MUSIC NOTES  
Choir/Handbells/ Men’s 
Octet - Lyle Koch ���  
 

On Monday, June 1, 
an evening of friends, 
singing and fabulous 
food was enjoyed by those in attendance at the 
annual music party at the Kochs.  

We take a break from choir rehearsals during 
the summer but will resume on August 24.  Mark 
that evening on your calendar so that we can meet 
and greet new members and take time for a quick 
party.  (Yes, we do like to party as well as sing).   

In last month's newsletter Pastor Daylo wrote 
an article titled "God's Gift of Music and the Arts".  
In it he explained Luther's principles of Christian 
Worship and the importance Luther gave to the 
arts, especially music.  We are to give our very best 
in whatever we do in worship.  

THEREFORE, WE NEED YOU!! 
Please consider sharing your God given talent 

so that we can bring our very best musical offerings 
to Him.  All confirmed singers are welcome.  

Come and bring a friend, or make a new friend 
in choir.   
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Stewardship / Deficit Update 

 
May Regular Offerings: $53,553 
May budgeted need  $68,827 
May Shortage ($15,274)  
YTD Regular Offerings: $585,606 
YTD budgeted need $660,743 
YTD Offerings Shortage ($75,137) 
Current Deficit  ($99,553)  

Special Deficit reduction 
funds received 

$35,890 from leaders 
+ $37,714 from 

congregation 
Extra Synod Support - 
Walking Together Funds 
collected in May 

$630 
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The Grace Ladies Aid is currently on their 
summer hiatus and won’t meet again until Tuesday, 
September 1st. We have not been idle, however, 
because we are in the first stages of preparing to 
host the LWMS Fall Rally at Grace on Saturday, 
October 10th. There will be much to do before that 
day arrives, and we will need many willing helpers. 
But even if you aren’t able to help, please set the 
day aside and plan to attend this event. By the way, 
men are welcome to attend, too. There will be more 
information available as the time draws closer. 

Several of our service group leaders who have 
served faithfully for several years would like a 
respite from their duties. We would like to replace 
them with a member(s) from the same group. If you 
would be willing to be a group leader or co-leader, 
please email me at secretary@graceglendale.org 
or call Alice at (623) 937-2010, ext. 301. Please 
keep in mind that the veteran leader will still be a 
member of the group and can give guidance to the 
new leader if needed. We would really appreciate 
your help! 

Finally, Barb Welch has served as our LWMS 
Reporter for many years. She has asked that she 
be allowed to step down from her position this fall 
after assisting in the planning of the LWMS Fall 
Rally at Grace. If anyone is interested in becoming 
our LWMS Reporter, now would be a good time to 
volunteer for the position so that Barb can help you 
to become familiar with the duties, which are easy 
and enjoyable. 
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Calling all Grace Teens we will be having lunch 
and games on July 12th from 12 to 2:30 pm. Also, 
we will be having a brief parent meeting for 
proximately 15 minutes to update you about what's 
going on with your teens and youth group.   Hope 
to see you there! 

On July 25th we will be painting and fixing up 
the new youth space! After we are done, we will be 
having lunch and 
a FUN off campus 
event! We will let 
you know very 
soon what the 
event is. 

If you have 
any questions, 
please contact 
Jen Kruegel at 
602-292-1870. 
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Young Adults Activities 

The Young Adults will be meeting at Grace on 
July 10th for Game Night and pot luck dinner....We 
are always looking for new games to play!! Kids are 
welcome! 

On July 24th we will be going bowling!   We will 
be going to AMC lanes in Peoria!   We will need to 
have early sign up for this one so we can reserve 
the correct number of lanes.....so watch for the sign 
up sheet in the narthex. 

If you have any questions, please contact Jen 
Kruegel at 602-292-1870. 
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Coming soon to our campus…  
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