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Luther’s Principles of Christian Worship – 
Part 4:  God’s Gift of Music and the Arts 

 
“Experience proves that, next to the Word of 

God, only music deserves being extolled as the 
mistress and governess of the feelings of the 
human heart.”  Luther believed this, because he 
realized what modern psychological 
studies have also proven, that music, 
more than any other human activity, 
moves the emotions, affects attitudes, 
and even influences the activities of 
human beings. Combine that with the 
fact that God is the creator of music, 
and music can easily be considered 
as “the living voice of the gospel.”  

For example, the light rail in 
downtown Phoenix is a mode of 
transportation that can carry 
passengers all the way out to Mesa and back. 
Much like that light rail car, music is a vehicle that 
carries thoughts and ideas to the heart (with much 
greater efficiency and far fewer traffic incidents than 
other modes of transportation.)  Music can carry 
various ideas and viewpoints to people’s hearts to 
evoke just as many emotions and reactions.  But 
when music carries the gospel, only the gospel can 
reach and affect hearts and minds more deeply 
than anything else.   

Again, Luther said, “I would like to see all the 
arts, especially music, be used in the service of him 
who gave and made it.” In worship God serves 
believers through Word and sacraments.  In turn 
believers respond by offering Jesus their best and 
finest offerings.  This give-and-take is what Luther 
called Gottesdienst, and because it is God’s service 
the music and art employed in worship centers on 
the gospel of Jesus Christ.  This is the primary 
objective:  to carry to the heart of the believer the 
message of what Christ has done. 

When Christian musicians place primary 
emphasis on Jesus, they have room to 
communicate what great blessings the Father has 

provided and what spiritual gifts the Holy Spirit has 
endowed.  Not every artistic expression in worship 
has to relate the “christological fullness of the 
Athanasian Creed.”  

With proper emphasis, music and art serve as 
symbols and reminders of Christian truth. When 
you consider the vestments of the Old Testament 

priests (Exodus 28) or the song of the 
angel choir on Christmas Eve (Luke 
2), you see that God has used 
religious art and music to reinforce the 
message of his love in the hearts and 
minds of believers.  What an 
awesome privilege his people have to 
follow this example by using psalms, 
hymns and spiritual songs in worship! 

That being said, not every artistic 
expression shines the spotlight on 
Christ. Sometimes religious art or 
music can be too complicated for most 

worshipers to appreciate.  The artistic form can also 
be so closely related to a non-Christian message 
that worshipers cannot see through the form to any 
religious truth.  At the risk of sounding artistically 
shallow, “I Know That My Redeemer Lives” could 
be jammed metrically into the tune of “Enter 
Sandman” by Metallica (a really energized, rocking 
song), but the meaning would be totally obscured 
by the form.  “Christian artists must be determined 
to know the difference between art that carries 
Christ to the emotions and that which encourages 
shallow emotionalism.” 

Church music should not be cold and 
calculating, but it should appeal to the emotions, 
too.  It is the vehicle that carries Jesus to the heart.  
God has “enabled Christian musicians to join to 
basic musical sounds rhythm, dynamics, tempo, 
timbre, pitch and style so they may touch the heart 
as they proclaim the gospel.”  God created these 
gifts and the ability for believers to appreciate them, 
all for the purpose of glorifying God and edifying his 
people.   

 
(continued on page 2) 

 “ 8 Finally, brothers, 
whatever is true, 
whatever is noble, 
whatever is right, 
whatever is pure, 
whatever is lovely, 
whatever is admirable—
if anything is excellent 
or praiseworthy—think 
about such things.”   
     (Philippians 4:8) 
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Being uplifted and feeling good is something 
worshipers look forward to.  “There’s nothing at all 
wrong with lilting melodies, syncopated rhythms, 
uplifting modulations, and easy-to-learn refrains…”  
But these should never become the substitute for 
the gospel as the source of the good feeling stirred 
in worship.  Professor Tiefel at the seminary used 
to say, “Without the everlasting gospel, joy is never 
lasting.” Popular Christianity is greatly influenced by 
Evangelicalism, and many look at worship forms 
from a strictly pragmatic viewpoint: does the form 
“work” to generate the emotional response that is 
an essential evidence of salvation? Much careful 
consideration is needed of church artists and 
worship committees to lead worshipers to the 
understanding that only the gospel can truly move 
hearts.  

Because we worship God using his gift of art 
and music, always give your very best.  It’s not that 
only the best musicians can bring musical offerings 
to God, but rather that all musicians bring their best 
musical offerings to him. (Think of Jesus’ parable of 
the talents or the widow’s offering.) Musical 
diversity is also a noble goal in the church made up 
of people of many different cultures and age 
groups.  But never be satisfied with mediocrity or 
simply with “what works.” Whatever is best in God’s 
creation, whatever is considered worthy of praise, 
whatever is lovely or viewed as excellent across a 
broad human perspective, let’s consider making 
use of it as best as we can, to the glory and honor 
of our Savior God. 

- Pastor Daylo 
_________________________________________ 
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April CHURCH Attendance  
Apr 1 Lent 225 Sunrise 231 
Apr 4 Exam 165 Apr 12 444 
Apr 5 PS 435 Apr 18 29 
Apr 9 MT 291 Apr 19 403 
Apr 10 GF 239 Apr 25 31 
Tenebrae 170 Apr 26 353 
Communion Attendance for April was 496. 

April SUNDAY School Attendance 
Date Adult  Youth  SS 
Apr 5 - - 23 
Apr 12 - - - 
Apr 19 107 - 33 
Apr 26 77 8 28 

 
May CHURCH Attendance  
May 2  64 May 21 Grad  
May 3 344 May 23  
May 9 54 May 24  
May 10 371 May 30  
May 16 50 May 31  
May 17 333   
Communion Attendance for May was 600. 

May SUNDAY School Attendance 
Date Adult  Youth  SS 
May 3 70 7 27 
May 10 85 12 21 
May 17 96 11 25 
May 24    
May 31    
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(T) Transfer to another WELS Congregation 
(R) Release 
(RM) Removed  
(BIC) Bible Information Class  
(P) Profession of Faith 
(YC) Youth Confirmation 
 

Membership Changes (in)  

Randy & Virginia Thorne (T) 
 

Membership Changes (out)  

Norman & Dixie Froemming (R) 
Larry & Donna Jaynes and family (R) 
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Anthony Juan Ortiz-Ponce was brought into the 
Kingdom of God’s Grace through the sacrament of 
Holy Baptism on April 26, 2009. 
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Good story… 
 

One day, the father of a very 
wealthy family took his son on a 
trip to the country with the 
express purpose of showing him 
how poor people live.  They 
spent a couple of days and 

nights on the farm of what would be considered a 
very poor family.  On their return from their trip, the 
father asked his son, "How was the trip?" 

"It was great, Dad." 
"Did you see how poor people live?" the father 

asked. 
"Oh yeah, " said the son. 
"So, tell me, what did you learn from the trip?" 

asked the father. 
The son answered:  "I saw that we have one 

dog and they had four.  We have a pool that 
reaches to the middle of our garden and they have 
a creek that has no end.  We have imported 
lanterns in our garden and they have the stars at 
night.  Our patio reaches to the front yard and they 
have the whole horizon.  We have a small piece of 
land to live on and they have fields that go beyond 
our sight.  We have servants who serve us, but 
they serve others.  We buy our food, but they grow 
theirs.  We have walls around our property to 
protect us; they have friends to protect them." 

The boy's father was speechless. 
Then his son added, "Thanks Dad for showing 

me how poor we are." 
Isn't perspective a wonderful thing? Makes you 

wonder what would happen if we all gave thanks for 
everything we have, instead of worrying about what 
we don't have. 

Appreciate every single thing you have, 
especially your friends! 

Submitted by, 
Bob Gruetzmacher, Head Elder 
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LUTHERAN ELEMENTARY 
SCHOOL – Matt Herbst, Principal  
 

Grace Lutheran School finished up the 2008-
2009 school year under the theme, “Speaking the 
Truth in Love”.   

Although we are not a perfect school with 
perfect students and perfect teachers, we do have 
a perfect message that we get to share with the 
students everyday.  And once again, we were able 

to take that message to the next generation of 
youngsters and implant this upon their hearts.  
Namely that they have a Lord who loved them so 
much that he was willing to give up his life for them 
sot that they can live with him in eternity.  This 
education is one that truly will last for eternity.  This 
education will also be used everyday as we live in a 
world that calls us to be unfaithful to God and to his 
Word.  This next generation of leaders in our world 
will need now, as much as ever, to be led by the 
Spirit.  

Please pray for our graduates that they may 
continue to grow close to their Lord everyday.  Pray 
that our students and their families lift up the truth 
of God’s Word in their lives.  And pray that we will 
continue to offer this Christ-centered education to 
many more who desperately need to hear this one 
thing needed. 
 
Enrollment Information  
If you would like information about enrolling your 
child into Grace, please contact the school at 623-
937-2010 ext. 325 or ext. 302.  We currently are 
getting close to capacity in a few grade levels.  
Please call soon if Grace is an option for your child. 
 
Looking Ahead  
May 21 – Last Day 
May 21 – Graduation/Closing Service 6:30 pm 
June 22-26 – VBS Week! 
August 1 – Registration Day 
August 9 – Opening Service 
August 10 – Back-to-School Night 
August 12 – First Day of School 
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FRY’S COOL CASH…  Thanks to all of you that 
scanned our bar code to your Fry’s card this school 
year.  We just received another $500 check in the 
mail for your efforts!  That is a total of $1500 this 
year for Tuition Assistance from Fry’s - all because 
of our families that took the time to scan our bar 
code and then did their regular grocery shopping at 
their local Fry’s store.  Watch for notices in the fall 
when it will be time to start the Cool Cash program 
again for next school year. (and if you shopped with 
Fry’s scrip - that’s double the benefits!) 
 

SCRIP…  Remember that the scrip program runs 
all year round!  Supporters will be receiving a letter 
this summer asking how they want their profits 
distributed.  Be sure to return the letter if you want 
your profits to go to your child(ren)’s tuition or for 
Grace Tuition Assistance. 
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 MUSIC NOTES                
Choir/Handbells/ Men’s 
Octet - Lyle Koch ��� �
 

The younger musicians of 
Grace Lutheran have been 
extremely busy the past weeks.  On Friday, May 8 
the Jr. Hand Chimes, Jr. Handbells, Jr. Choir and 
Band presented their Spring Concert to a most 
appreciative audience.  

On Saturday morning the instrumental and 
piano students traveled to ALA to present a solo or 
ensemble that they performed for judges and were 
then given helpful comments and scores.  Ten 
instrumental students received a rating of 1 and ten 
received a rating of 2.  All students presented 
themselves very well. Accompanists for the 
students were Julie Strassburg and Vivian Merkle.  
Instructors for the instrument students are Amy 
Unkefer, Katrina King and Lyle Koch.  Four piano 
students under the direction of Debbie Tennessen 
received a rating of 1.  A Grace student, Janie 
Unkefer, was selected as the Outstanding 8th 
grade pianist and will perform her solo during the 
Commencement Concert at ALA. 

A special thank you to the mature 
instrumentalists who joined the grade school band 
for 3 selections during the spring concert.  They 
were a fantastic addition.  When asked to 
acknowledge if they had played during one of our 
worship services many of the group raised their 
hands. 

Choir rehearsals will end on May 18 although 
the choir will present anthems during May and 
June.  The month of July will afford a break in the 
regular schedule and allow time to select new 
music for the various groups and refurbish the 
Handbells.  Now would be a good time to mark your 
calendars for the beginning of choir in August and 
consider participating.  Remember Psalm 96:1 
"Sing unto the Lord a new song; Sing unto the Lord 
all the earth." 

The music party will be held at the Koch’s on 
Monday, June 1.  An evening of great food, super 
fellowship and fun is planned. 
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Stewardship / Deficit Update 

 
April Regular Offerings: $53,712 
April budgeted need  $55,062 
April Shortage ($1,350)  
YTD Regular Offerings: $532,053 
YTD budgeted need $591,916 
YTD Offerings Shortage ($59,863) 
Current Deficit  ($89,531)  

Special Deficit reduction 
funds received 

$35,890 from leaders 
+ $37,197 from 

congregation 
Extra Synod Support - 
Walking Together Funds 
collected in April 

$381 
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Alpha Pregnancy 
Counseling Center 
Bottles for Life 
  

Baby bottles will be 
available until Father's Day (June 21).  If you 
haven’t picked up a bottle yet - it’s not too late!  
Please pick one up from the basket in the 
Fellowship Hall and bring it back on or before 
Father's Day.  If you choose to put a check in your 
bottle, please make your check payable to Grace. 

By filling a baby bottle with cash, coins, or a 
check you will have the opportunity to support our 
local Branch of Christian Life Resources.  Alpha 
Pregnancy Counseling Center (APCC) assists the 
women of our community by providing alternatives 
to abortion while sharing the Word of God.  In 
addition to the spiritual needs of these ladies, 
APCC fills their physical needs by providing 
diapers, formula, and baby clothes.  Monies 
collected will be used to support this ministry.  Our 
local chapter of Thrivent Financial for Lutherans 
has agreed to match $.50 for every dollar up to 
$3200.  If Grace is able to reach the $3200 goal, 
Thrivent will give APCC an additional $1600. 

APCC is located at 1822 W. Indian School 
Road.  If you are not familiar with APCC 
and would like more information about the 
Center, please contact APCC Board 
Member Keith Feldt (602) 568-4795 or call 
APCC at 602-285-0050.   
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ALA Thrift Store  
CLOTHES SORTING DAY  
at Grace on  Saturday, 
June 20, at 9:00 am 
 

  
Come to Grace Fellowship Hall Saturday 

morning, June 20, and they will bring bags of 
donated clothes to us to help sort.  The truck will 
arrive at 8:30 (we need helpers to unload the 
bags!).  Sorting begins as soon as the truck is 
unloaded.  It’s not hard work, but is necessary 
before donations can be put out for sale in the 
store.   

Many hands will make the job go fast!  We will 
visit and have fun while the work is being done. If 
you have any questions, please contact Debbie at 
623-842-4704 ext 322.  
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Grace Youth will be on campus after Memorial 
Day to relocate the Kindergarten Room and open 
up a new Grace youth space.  To maximize our 
current ministry needs and our available space, our 
Kindergarten Room will move across the walkway 
to “Room 2,” leaving the former location open for a 
youth space makeover. From May 26-30, Grace 
youth will assist Miss Neumann in moving furniture 
and supplies to the new Kindergarten Room.  We 
hope to begin painting and other minor projects for 
the new youth space.  

 If you are interested in helping and being a part 
of Grace’s youth program, please contact Jen 
Kruegel at 602-292-1870, or Pastor Daylo at 623-
937-2010 x 321.  
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VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL… Students and 
helpers will find treasure in God's Word as we "Dive 
In" to Vacation Bible School this year! VBS will take 
place June 22 – 26, and we need your help to 
make it a success. Consider how you and your 
family can share in this fun week. Please fill out a 
blue registration form to sign up children to attend 
on one side of the sheet and adults and teens as 
helpers on the other side.  
Forms may be found in the 
Narthex, or picked up from 
the office. You may contact 
Denise DeWitt at (623) 
934-7880 if you have any 
questions. Please return 
completed forms to the 
basket in the Narthex. 
 

VBS SNACKS… Donations can be brought to 
the kitchen or the church office. Please mark all 
items “VBS.” Deliver fresh fruits and vegetables no 
sooner than Sunday, June 21st. A list of the needed 
items follows: 

 
Ritz® Crackers Strawberries 

Cookies Watermelon 
Pretzels Cantaloupe 

Chips (any kind) Celery 
Goldfish® Crackers Popcorn (popped) 

Grapes Cheese (sliced) 
If you have any questions concerning food 

donations, please call Julia Haeuszer at 602-272-
0529. 


