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Luther’s Principles of Christian Worship —
Part 2: Let the People Participate

“Let them give thanks to the L  ORD for his
unfailing love and his wonderful deeds

for men. Let them exalt him in the
assembly of the people and praise him in
the council of the elders.” (Psalm 107:31-
32)

In last month’s article, we began a
series of articles based on Luther’s
principles of Christian worship. First we
discussed the importance of allowing the
gospel to predominate. Not only in the
sermons, but also through a set of songs (the
Ordinary), Scripture lessons (the Proper), and the
Lord’s Supper (the Meal), Christ is placed front and
center for worshipers to hear, see and even taste
God’s amazing love. Let the gospel predominate.

The beautiful, and practical, truth about the way
Lutherans worship is that both leaders and
congregation serve together to ensure that the
gospel predominates. God works powerfully
through the means of grace to strengthen or even
create faith in those present. God serves his
people, so that God'’s people can respond by
serving him with prayers, creeds and songs.
Worship is service, a give-and-take dialogue
between God and his people.

For this dialogue to be meaningful and
understandable, people need to be able to speak
and sing along. For this dialogue to be lasting and
enduring, people need repetition. In a moment
we’ll discuss the concerns and importance of
repetition. For now, ritual (the repeating words in
worship) and ceremony (the
repeating actions in worship) serve
to express and summarize deeper
feelings and beliefs.

The concept of repetition,
especially in reference to worship,

can conjure up negative images in the minds of
many people. Going through the motions and
speaking words thoughtlessly are certainly risks
worshipers face with the repetition of ritual
and ceremony. And yet some have gone so
far as to assume that repetition is detrimental
and counterproductive to worship. And
along the same vein, whatever is unfamiliar
and novel permits the most meaningful and
edifying worship, because it lessens the risk
of going through the motions.

I'll say it again: when people participate
in worship, they need repetition. And in
order to avoid vain, careless repetition, they
need to understand why ritual and ceremony,
repeated words and actions, are important. One
reason is stability. Martin Luther expressed a
similar concern about the wide variety of worship
rituals and ceremonies of his day. He feared
“everyone parading his talents and confusing the
people so that they can neither learn nor retain
anything.”

C.S. Lewis made a point about “the liturgical
fidget” whose continual novelties only set up
obstacles to worship. He said, “A service is a
structure of acts and words through which we
receive the sacrament, or repent, or supplicate, or
adore.” And in order to concentrate on the content
of worship without distraction, you need to be
comfortable with the form. He likened it to dancing:
“As long as you notice and have to count the steps,
you are not dancing but only learning to dance.” In
other words, the ideal service “would be one we
were almost unaware of; our attention would have
been on God. But every novelty prevents this...[for]
if each form is snatched away just when | am
beginning to feel at home in it, then | can never
~ make any progress in the art of worship.”
People need repetition in worship for
stability and growth.

As a side note, | wonder if people
who come to worship really want it to be



casual. | have observed that ‘casual’ not only
applies to the kind of clothes people wear, but also
to the freedom for worshipers to decide when to
speak to one another, to sit or stand, or to get up
and walk around during worship.

One could argue, however, that when people
come to worship, they are looking for something
that transcends our everyday, ‘casual’ existence.
They long for reverent, God-centered worship that
expresses “a mixture of awe, wonder, and joy at the
close encounter with the living God.” And when
Christians come to worship, they ought to
understand and sense that God is serving them
through his Word and sacraments. How awesome
and mysterious is this truth, that the almighty
Creator, Redeemer and Sanctifier God chooses to
be with us at that particular time and place!

No wonder the Psalmist encouraged that you,
God’s people, give thanks to the Lord and exalt him
when you assemble together for worship! Because
he serves us, we want to serve him with our whole
heart and mind, with our eyes, ears and mouth,
with our words and actions. The Lord is most
worthy of your praise.

Fellow worshipers at Grace, your pastors
consider our responsibility to preside at worship as
an awesome privilege. To stand before God’s
assembly, his chosen people, is an honor that | do
not deserve. And yet, because of Christ our Savior,
we confidently proclaim his Spirit-filled, life-giving
Word to you. Whether it is to announce his
forgiveness in absolution or to offer you his true
body and blood; whether it is to wash away the sins
of a tiny baby through water and God'’s promise or
to preach a sermon of law and gospel; pastors and
members can look forward to receiving God's
pardon, peace and strength, so that together we
can serve him and worship him with one, joyful
heart and voice.

- Pastor Daylo

Wednesdays through April 1:  4:00 & 7:00 pm
Public Examination April 4:  6:00 pm

Palm Sunday April 5:  8:00 & 10:30 am
(Confirmation at 10:30 am)

Maundy Thursday April 9: 4 & 7:00 pm
Good Friday April 10:  10:00 am
Tenebrae April 10:  7:00 pm

p Easter Sunrise April 12:  6:00 am
Schedule Easter Worship April 12: 8 & 10:30 am

4kwlﬁin:

February CHURCH Attendance

Feb 1 358 Feb 15 340
Feb 7 58 Feb 21 54
Feb 8 363 Feb 22 432
Feb 14 67 Feb 28 71

Communion Attendance for February was 867.
February SUNDAY School Attendance

Date Adult Youth SS
Feb 1 113 8 46
Feb 8 74 3 34
Feb 15 82 7 30
Feb 22 92 7 39
March CHURCH Attendance

Mar 1 360 Mar 18 Lent 231
Mar 4 Lent 282 Mar 21

Mar 7 42 Mar 22

Mar 8 384 Mar 25 Lent

Mar 11 Lent 234 Mar 28

Mar 14 57 Mar 29

Mar 15 370

Communion Attendance for March was 570.
March SUNDAY School Attendance

Date Adult Youth SS
Mar 1 107 12 42
Mar 8 103 12 29
Mar 15 90 11 30
Mar 22

(T) Transfer to another WELS Congregation

(R) Release

(RM) Removed

(BIC) Bible Information Class
(P) Profession of Faith

(YC) Youth Confirmation

Membership Changes (in)

none

Membership Changes (out)

Jerilyn Frei (R)
Kevin Frei (R)

Anita O’'Donnal (RM)
Fletcher O’'Donnal (RM)
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Allyana Keira Dazen was brought into the
Kingdom of God’s Grace through the sacrament of
Holy Baptism on February 22, 2009.

Jonathan Robert MacDonald was brought into the
Kingdom of God’s Grace through the sacrament of
Holy Baptism on March 8, 2009.
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“Kids aren’t very domestic these days, are they?”

“You've all heard that the church’s computer system
crashed Friday, and some of you may be hoping
that | forgot to back up my sermon.”

A sick man turned to his doctor, as he was
preparing to leave the examination room and said,
"Doctor, | am afraid to die. Tell me what lies on the
other side.”

Very quietly, the doctor said, "l don't know."

"You don't know? You, a Christian man, do not
know what is on the other side?"

The doctor was holding the handle of the door;
on the other side of which came a sound of
scratching and whining, and as he opened the
door, a dog sprang into the room and leaped on
him with an eager show of gladness.

Turning to the patient, the doctor said, "Did you
notice my dog? He's never been in this room
before. He didn't know what was
inside. He knew nothing except
that his master was here, and
when the door opened, he sprang
in without fear. | know little of what
is on the other side of death, but
do know one thing... know my
Master is there and that is
enough."”

“Jesus answered him, "I tell you the truth, today
you will be with me in paradise." Luke 23:43

3| write these things to you who believe in the
name of the Son of God so that you may know that
you have eternal life. 1 John 5:13

3 things in life that, once gone, never come back -
Time, Words & Opportunity
3 things in life that may never be lost -
Peace, Hope & Honesty.
3 things in life that are most valuable -
Love, Faith & Prayer
3 things in life that are never certain -
Dreams, Success & Fortune
3 things that make a man -
Hard work, Sincerity & Commitment
3 things in life that can destroy a man -
Lust, Pride & Anger
3 things that are truly constant -
Father, Son and Holy Ghost
| ask the Lord to bless you, as | pray for you today;
to guide you and protect you, as you go along your
way. His love is always with you, His promises are
true. And when you give Him all your cares, you
know He'll see you through.



LUTHERAN ELEMENTARY SCHOOL — Matt
Herbst, Principal

A “Success” Story

Many of you have come up to me recently to
ask how our Open House went. If you too were
wondering, I'd like to share with you a bit of a
success story and the wonderful opportunities that
we have to share Jesus at Grace.

Our Open House brought 16 families onto our
campus. We are thankful for each of these families
and pray that they continue to consider Grace
Lutheran for their child’'s education. But one of
these families and their child has a unique place in
the hearts of those who were able to meet him.

This young boy and his family recently moved
to America from China. They are Christian, but are
still looking for a quality preschool for their boy.
This young boy and his family came to Open House
and were greeted by our friendly parents. They
took him over to the classroom and the boy just
stood at the door. He would NOT go into the room.
He didn’t want anything to do with this new place.
Until...Mrs. Rubin showed him the cars and trucks
in the room. He inched his way in and was sold!
By the end of the tour, the parents couldn’t drag
him away! They said that they'd be in contact and
would like to start him at the beginning of the next
month. Little did we know just how soon we’d hear
back from them!

The next day, the mother of this young boy
called Mrs. Rubin and asked in her broken English
if her son could start today. She said he wouldn’t
get out of the car at his day care because, “It wasn't
Miss Barb’s school.” This young boy had his mind
made up that his school was Grace!

But this success story isn’t about one more
child coming to Grace. It's not about humbers and
us upping our enroliment. The thing that brings joy
to our heart is what has happened since.

This young boy has gone home and has asked
for his mom to read the Bible for his bed time story.
And not just any story, he always would ask for the
story of the 5 loaves of bread and the two small

fish. His mother couldn’t understand why he kept
asking for this story, but she would read it to him.
Then, the PK newsletter came home with the story
of the week. And what was it? Of course, the story
of the week was the feeding of the 5000.

This young boy, whose English is very limited
has picked up something already from his short
time in our English speaking preschool, Jesus! It
doesn’t end there either!

Our PK teachers pray every day with the
children prior to lunch. They say, “God is great.
God is good. Let us thank him for our food.
Amen.” This boy went home and tried to say it to
his mother, but with his limited English she didn’t
understand. She contacted Mrs. Rubin and asked
her to print off the prayer so that they could say it
before every meal at home.

If you were here at Grace recently, Pres. Mark
Zarling of Martin Luther College (MLC) spoke of our
mission work in China and how many MLC
students defer their first call for a one-year mission
trip to teach English as a Second Language as well
as God’'s Word to those far away. Well, in our own
backyard, China has come to us. All of us at Grace
have a unique view of this mission work right in our
own classrooms of our Preschool and School.

This is just one “success” story. But | can pretty
confidently say that this isn’t just one random event
that happens. Instead, everyday the power of
God’'s Word is touching the hearts and lives of
families through the mouths of the next generation
that we have the opportunity to bring up in the
training and instruction of the Lord.

In these difficult times of our economy, many
don’t think that they can afford this education. |
would hope that this priority in a family’s budget
remains, but certainly understand that many may
not be able to make payments. Through the many
prayers and generous support for the members of
Grace, we can continue to have the “success”
stories where the next generation will be able to
hear and declare the praises of their Lord!

Open Enrollment

For more information on how to have your child
enrolled in our school, please contact our school or
preschool to set up a tour. We pray that many
more have the opportunity to grow in the grace and
knowledge of their Lord and Savior Jesus Christ
and that many more “success” stories start here at
Grace!



MUSIC NOTES
Choir/Handbells/ Men'’s Octet
- Lyle Koch

Do you remember when
you anticipated something very special? It might
have been a birthday, a trip that had long been
planned or the arrival of someone very dear to you.
Our long awaited grand piano is now in place, has
been fully paid for and is being used to praise our
Savior. After what seemed to be a long time of
fund raising and generous donations, the piano is
here to stay. Dedication of the piano is being
planned for sometime after Easter. To God be the
Glory!

The Jr. Handbells have been invited to play at
Glencroft on Friday, April 17. The group is looking
forward to this opportunity to serve as several
members of Grace live at Glencroft and will be in
attendance.

Former musicians will soon become active
musicians as instrumentalists prepare to join the
Grace Lutheran Grade School band for the spring
concert on Friday, May 7. If you would still like to
participate, please talk to Amy Unkefer or Lyle
Koch. It is a wonderful experience for the "older"
and younger musicians to share several pieces of
music.

As the choir prepares music for the current
seasons they were pleased to welcome new voices
Cheryl Savage and Kelley Nielsen. It is not too late
to be apart of this group! Come use the talent that
God has given to you. Come sing to the Savior!

One of the hymns that has been used by the
various music groups is When | Survey the
Wondrous Cross. It was written by Isaac Watts in
1707. Watts wanted to inspire his parishioners to
genuine worship and a deeper knowledge and
worship of God. As we sing the words we are
moved to wonder what we can offer to God in
grateful return for His gracious gift.

_________________________________________

Stewardship / Deficit Update

February Regular Offerings: $48,437
February budgeted need $55,062
February Shortage $6,625
YTD Regular Offerings: $417,921
YTD budgeted need $468,026
YTD Offerings Shortage $50,105
Current Deficit (-87,293)

Special Deficit reduction
funds received

$35,890 from leaders
+ $36,210 from
congregation

Extra Synod Support -
Walking Together Funds
collected in February

$587




