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Christians say I love you in funny ways #2:  To err 
is human… 
 Last month we began examining the funny ways 
Christians say, “I love you.”  Most notably we focused 
on the words, “I am sorry.”  This month we find 
another three word sentence which is just as “funny” 
in the eyes of the world.  That is the words, “I forgive 
you.”  Alexander Pope once wrote, “To err is human; 
to forgive, divine.”  The third most quoted poet in all 
of English literature knew that it is very difficult for 
humans to forgive each other.   
 American satirist, Mark Twain, also commented 
on sweetness of true forgiveness.  “Forgiveness is 
the fragrance that the violet sheds on the heel that 
has crushed it.” 

Henry Ward Beecher, a 19th century American 
clergyman and abolitionist, understood that often we 
talk about forgiveness, but do we really forgive?  “I 
can forgive, but I cannot forget, is only another way 
of saying, I will not forgive.  Forgiveness ought to be 
like a cancelled note – torn in two, and burned up, so 
that it can never be shown against one.”  
 Forgiveness is the essence of Christianity.  If we 
did not have the blood and righteousness of Jesus 
on our side, we would truly be lost in this world.  Our 
worship and our life center themselves on 
forgiveness.  Because forgiveness is Jesus’ work 
offered to each of us, we share this forgiveness with 
each other.  
 The world doesn’t easily offer such words.  
Words of apology are often met with silence, or 
“don’t worry about it,” or “no big deal.”  But is that 
true?  If you apologize for your sins to someone, 
does “it’s no big deal,” make you believe that you 
have been forgiven?  If you consider your spiritual 
debt to be enormous, how believable is, “don’t worry 
about it,” when it comes to being relieved of that 
debt?  There is no comfort in such words.   

Even after bringing all of his family to Egypt and 
providing for them for years, Joseph’s brothers still 
needed a significant assurance about their sins 
against him.  “What if Joseph holds a grudge against 
us and pays us back for all the wrongs we did to 
him?”  they asked themselves.  Joseph’s response?  
“Don’t be afraid.  Am I in the place of God?  You 
intended to harm me, but God intended it for good to 

accomplish what is now being done, the saving of 
many lives.  So then, don’t be afraid, I will provide for 
you and your children.” And he reassured them and 
spoke kindly to them.  (Gn 50:15f) 
 Contrast that with a man who truly needed to be 
forgiven and was not.  Judas, said to the chief priest:  
“I have sinned,” he said, “for I have betrayed 
innocent blood.” “What is that to us?” they replied.  
“That’s your responsibility.” (Mt 27:4)  We all know 
Judas’ next act. 

Jesus didn’t forgive, “if” or “when” people had 
done what he wanted.  He simply spread out his 
arms and died – forgiveness in it’s most powerful 
form.  Jesus extends that forgiveness to you and me 
in our baptisms and in the Lord’s Supper.  He 
extends it publicly and formally every Sunday in a 
confession and absolution through the mouth of our 
called pastor.  Jesus was very specific about offering 
forgiveness, “Receive the Holy Spirit.  If you forgive 
anyone his sins, they are forgiven; if you do not 
forgive them, they are not forgiven.” (Jn 20:22-23)  
He give you and me the authority to forgive the sins 
of others.  When we do that, we need to be crystal 
clear that forgiveness is being offered, from us and 
from Jesus. 
 What about this whole forgiving and forgetting 
thing?  Our perfect Lord can do it.   
• Jer 31:34    I will forgive their wickedness and will 

remember their sins no more. 
• Ps 103:12   as far as the east is from the west, so 

far has he removed our transgressions from us. 
• Is 43:25  I, even I, am he who blots out your 

transgressions, for my own sake, and remembers 
your sins no more. 

We aren’t perfect like he is.  We can forgive today, 
but we can’t blot out our memories of the past at will.  
That part usually takes time.  Want to be better at 
forgiving and forgetting?  Learn from the source of 
forgiveness, Jesus.  That only happens as we 
immerse ourselves in the forgiveness we receive 
through Word and Sacrament.  The better we are at 
saying and meaning, “I forgive you,” the better we 
show Jesus in all we do.  “I forgive you,” is a 
powerful, effective, and uniquely Christian way to 
say, “I love you.”   

-Pastor Clark 
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ATTENDANCE 
  

May CHURCH Attendance 
May 3 85 May 17 70 
May 4 315 May 18 316 
May 10 61 May 24 44 
May 11 348 May 25 305 
Communion Attendance for May 
was 612. 

May SUNDAY SCHOOL 
Attendance 

Date Adul
t Youth SS 

May 4 81 7 34 
May 11 83 4 35 
May 18 81 7 34 
May 25 66 6 33 
                                                      

June CHURCH Attendance 
May 31 57 Jun 15 306 
Jun 1 320 Jun 21  
Jun 7 64 Jun 22  
Jun 8 297 Jun 28  
Jun 14 69 Jun 29  
Communion Attendance for June 
was 575. 

June SUNDAY SCHOOL 
Attendance 

Date Adul
t Youth SS 

Jun 1 75 6 32 
Jun 8 - 6 34 
Jun 15 84 8 30 
Jun 22    
Jun 29    
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SACRED ACTS 

 

-----------------------------WEDDINGS 

Gerardo Enrique Terrazas 
and Evelyn Laura-Louise 
Thiesfeldt were united in Holy 
Matrimony on June 13, 2008. 
 

 

------------------------------BAPTISMS 

Alicia Kay Hojem was brought 
into the Kingdom of God’s 
Grace through the sacrament 
of Holy Baptism on May 25, 
2008. 

Jessica Ann Hojem-Hink was 
brought into the Kingdom of 
God’s Grace through the 
sacrament of Holy Baptism on 
May 25, 2008. 
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MEMBERSHIP CHANGES 

(T) Transfer  
(R) Release 
(RM) Removed  
(BIC) Bible Information Class 

(previously listed as Adult 
Information Class)  

(P) Profession of Faith 
(YC) Youth Confirmation 
 
Membership Changes (in) 

M/M Matt Sonntag & family (T) 

Jacob Rhoads (T) 
 

Membership Changes (out) 

Carson Zibrowski (T) 
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“Your celebration of my 
25th Anniversary in the 
ministry was so well-planned 
and so well-carried out that I 
can't imagine it being more 
meaningful, more fun, and 
more loving.  The evening 
was a wonderful mix of 
humor and sentiment; one 
my family and I will never 
forget.  The gifts and cards 
were very humbling and 
much appreciated.  Thank 
you for the gratitude and 
love you have shown.  By 
the grace of God, I am just 
one of the many people who 
serve you here.  It is a 
privilege to serve here 
among you.  I am truly 
blessed.  Thank you!” 

-Pastor Clark 
 

 
Photo by VBS photographers, 

Jessica Brenner & Matthew Racine 
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POEM 

 

I was shocked, confused, 
bewildered 

As I entered Heaven’s door, 
Not by the beauty of it all, 
Nor the lights or the décor. 
 

But it was the folks in Heaven 
Who made me sputter and 

gasp— 
The thieves, the liars and the 

sinners, 
The alcoholics and the trash. 
 

There stood the kid from the 
seventh grade 

Who swiped my lunch money 
twice. 

Next to him was my old 
neighbor 

Who never said anything nice. 
 

Herb, who I always thought 
Was rotting away in hell, 
Was sitting pretty on cloud 9,  
Looking incredibly well. 
 

I nudged Jesus, ‘What’s the 
deal? 

I would love to hear Your take. 
How’d all these sinners get up 

here? 
God must’ve made a mistake.’ 
 

‘And why’s everyone so quiet, 
So somber – give me a clue.’ 
‘Hush, child,’ He said. ‘They’re 

all in shock. 
No one thought they’d be 

seeing you.’ 
 

JUDGE NOT LEST WE BE 
JUDGED. 

 

Remember… Just going to 
church doesn’t make you a 
Christian any more than 
standing in your garage 
makes you a car. 

 

Submitted by, 
Ed P. Merkle, Head Elder  

 
 

 

 

LUTHERAN 
ELEMENTARY 
SCHOOL – 
Matt Herbst, 
Principal 

 
Praise to the Lord! We thank 
our Lord for another school 
year where our students, 
parents, and teachers have 
been able to grow in their faith 
and understanding of our 
Savior.  Now preparations are 
being made to do it all over 
again next year.  Although the 
teachers’ schedules are a bit 
more relaxed, we still fervently 
work in preparing for next year.   
Please pray with us that the 
Lord blesses our summer prep 
time, and that he gives us even 
more opportunities to share his 
Word with even more families 
and students! 
 
Accreditation Update - After 
fixing two of the standards that 
the visiting team requested of 
us, we will now be 
recommended for full 
accreditation through WELS 
School Accreditation 
(WELSSA) and the National 
Council of Private School 
Accreditation (NCPSA).  Much 
work was done by many faithful 
volunteers and much more will 
still come.  We look forward to 
using this process to continue 
to improve the Christian, high-
quality education that we carry 
out in Jesus’ name! 
 
Enrollment Information – 
Would you like to learn more 
about our Christian, high-
quality education?  If so, 
please contact the school 

principal to schedule a tour and 
to speak with him about how 
Grace can serve your child’s 
educational needs! 
 
Sponsor our Students – 
Sponsor our Students (SOS) is 
a wonderful opportunity for 
those who would like to donate 
to our tuition assistance fund.  
SOS is set-up so that you can 
either designate a specific child 
or just donate to an 
undesignated fund.  With a 
large number of tuition 
assistance requests, we would 
love to help as many families 
receive a Christ-centered 
education as possible.  SOS 
forms can be found in this 
newsletter, on the school’s 
website, or from the office.   
 
Tuition Tax Credit – It is not 
too early to donate your AZ 
state taxes to a child here at 
Grace!  Fill out a HELP 
Foundation donation packet 
(website, office, narthex) and 
use this dollar for dollar tax 
credit to help a family pay their 
tuition!  For more information, 
please speak with Matt Herbst 
or Debbie Petersen today! 
 
Important Upcoming Dates  
August 2 – Clean-up Day – 

8:30-11:00 
August 4 – Faculty In-service 
August 5 – Faculty In-service 
August 6 – Registration Day -

8:30-11 am: 4-7 pm 
August 10 – Opening Service – 

10:30 am 
August 11 – Back-to-School 

Night: 6:30 new families; 
7:00 all families 

August 13 – First Day of 
School 
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Scrip – Every time you buy 
groceries, eat out at your 
favorite restaurant, or shop at 
your favorite department store, 
you can help pay the tuition of 
a Grace student.  It’s as easy 
as buying gift cards from 
Debbie on Sunday mornings or 
in her office any day of the 
week.  Keep cards with you 
and ask her how to get your 
Scrip profits designated to 
Grace Tuition Assistance! 
 
Aluminum Can Collection 

We collect aluminum cans 
once a month. You are asked 
to bring your cans in plastic 
bags the last Sunday of each 
month. Please place them in 
the southwest corner of the 
courtyard. Students at school 
will bring cans on the following 
Monday or Tuesday. Money 
collected from this will help pay 
for supplies for picnics, open 
house, etc. Thank you for your 
help!  
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Lambs of 

Grace 
Preschool 

 
Now Registering for 2008-

2009!  Please contact Mrs. 
Rubin at 623-937-2010 ext 317 
with questions or to come and 
visit.  2, 3 & 5 day programs 
are available, full or half days. 

           
  Yours in Christ,                                                                  

             Barbara Rubin 
 

 

 
 

MUSIC NOTES – 
Choir/Handbells/ Men’s Octet -
Lyle Koch ¯¯¯¯ 

 

The splashing, giggling, 
singing sounds from the music 
swimming/potluck party are 
quiet now.  What a wonderful 
evening: lots of great food, 
songs from the octet, hand 
chime ringing from novices & 
'experts', and great fellowship!  
Several new families took part 
in the gathering and said they 
are anxiously awaiting next 
year's party. 

A special thank you to 
Roman Martinez, a recent 8th 
grade graduate from Grace, 
who made his debut playing 
trumpet with the choir and 
handbells on June 1.  Keep up 
the good work, Roman. 

The various music groups 
are taking a summer break, but 
have already begun making 
plans for September.  Music 
has been ordered, the 
Celebration of Christmas music 
and script are in the planning 
stage and the handbells have 
been thoroughly cleaned.   

The tentative date for the 
first rehearsal of the choir and 
octet will be Monday, 
September 9.  Please mark 
that on your calendar so that 
you will be present.  Lyle says 
there will only be 14 rehearsals 
until the Celebration of 
Christmas! 

Grace Ringers will begin 
rehearsals Monday, August 18 
at 7:00 followed by Praise 
Ringers at 7:45. 

Enjoy the summer break, 
but continue singing and 
playing praises to our Lord. 

   
STEWARDSHIP 

Stewardship / Deficit Update 
 

May Reg. 
Offerings: 

$46,428 

YTD Offerings: $576,798 
Change from Prior 
Year:  -4% 

Current Deficit / 
Surplus: ($53,769) 

Special Deficit 
reduction funds 
received 

$35,590 from 
leaders + 

$18,133 from 
congregation 
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Grace Visitor Ambassadors 
continue to call on weekly 
visitors that attend worship and 
leave their contact information.  
 Joel Burmeister, our 
Evangelism Chairman, spent 
several mornings attending 
VBS, and was busy reviewing 
visitor lists and e-mailing 
names so that our Grace 
Ambassadors could make 
contact and invite the visiting 
families to worship services 
and Bible classes.   

Julie Strassburg manages a 
database of visitor names and 
Heidi Pedersen puts together a 
monthly Prospect Newsletter to 
be mailed to all visitors that 
express an interest in receiving 
one.  (Thanks Ladies!) 

If you are interested in 
learning more about our Visitor 
Ambassador program or are 
wondering how you could help 
- please contact Joel 
Burmeister. 




