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27 Unlike the other high priests, he does not need to offer sacrifices day after day, first
for his own sins, and then for the sins of the people. He sacrificed for their sins once for
all when he offered himself.

Dear friends in our crucified Savior,

It's really a matter of efficiency. We would much rather do something once rather
than have to do it again and again. It's not really motivated by laziness — although that
could certainly be possible. Ever since the industrial revolution, ever since Henry Ford,
we have striven to do things in a much more efficient manner. It’s really a matter of
being American.

So it almost seems un-American to read in the Scriptures when God talks about sin.
God needed to impress upon all of humanity that there are no short cuts for the
seriousness of sin. The wages of sin is death. Sin and all its damning consequences
can only be turned back with life. Our rebellion must be compensated for by the
lifeblood of a guiltless creature. It could only happen by the shedding of innocent blood.

God was also particular about the place that would be carried out. He foreshadowed
it when God sent Abraham up Mt. Moriah to sacrifice his son, his only son, Isaac. The
fact that this was the same mountain upon which God finally had the only temple in the
world built was no coincidence. Every other place was “unauthorized fire.” This was
the place among all others that God expected innocent blood to be shed.

God also required that only certain people could offer these sacrifices for sin. At the
time of Moses, God instituted the holy priesthood, and more specifically, the high priest,
as the one who would offer sacrifices for the sins of his people. He would offer
sacrifices day after day, first for his own sins, and then for the sins of the people.
Animals would be brought to the high priest and day after day, time after time, animals
would have their blood shed so that God’s people could be set free from their sins. The
only person authorized to do this shedding of blood was the high priest.

Those sacrifices would satisfy all of the sins they had committed up to that time. But
if there was a family argument on their way down the temple mount, that sin was not
paid for. If they took advantage of some person in the market as they dickered for food,
that sin was not paid for. As they walked among the crowds, if longing glances were
offered toward what seemed like a better behaved child, a more attentive husband, or a
more agreeable wife, those sins were not paid for. Sin guaranteed that the people
would come back, offer an animal to the high priest on the Temple Mount, and even
more blood would be shed.

Imagine the sound of all those people with the long line of animals bleating as they
waited in line. Imagine the sight of all those animals butchered for sacrifice; gallons and
gallons of blood! Imagine the smell of those animals being burned up. And tomorrow
we must do it all over again! How could one become hardened to the serious of sin with
that assault on the senses? How could anyone believe that sin was not serious?

Today there are no more high priests. The only place in all the world where God
says a sacrifice for sin is required and appropriate has become a holy site to the religion
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of an idol. It's been centuries since a lamb or a goat was properly offered for the
forgiveness of sins. Obviously God has not changed his opinion of the deadly nature of
sin. There must be another way.

That other way is NOT to minimize sin. God himself tells us that innocent blood still
needed to be shed. But it was not the blood of some family pet that was required for
sin; it was the blood of as Jesus. If our sins were to be paid for, it must be by the
shedding of this innocent lamb’s blood.

It wasn’t just anyone who could preside over such a sacrifice. It took a very special
High priest. Unlike the other high priests, he does not need to offer sacrifices day after
day, first for his own sins, and then for the sins of the people. He sacrificed for their sins
once for all when he offered himself.

And it couldn’t have happened in Rome or Alexandria or Antioch that such a
sacrifice could be offered, but right there in the holy city of Jerusalem. There, and there
alone, the sin could be paid for but it was on a lonely outcropping of rock called,
“Golgotha.”

Imagine the sights and sounds and smells of that day too! Imagine the smell of the
unwashed bodies slowly pouring out their lifeblood. Imagine the sight of the mocking
crowds and his distraught mother. Imagine the scornful sounds of the criminals as they
gasped for breath! But the greatest sound was in the words of our Savior: “It is
finished.” How could we look and smell and hear and believe that somehow sin is not
serious?

But then how can go through our lives believing that offerings that are crippled
animals can somehow be pleasing to God? How can we look God in the eye and say
that our wandering thoughts and selfish concerns are acceptable worship? How can we
mock God’s servants — in the government, in the home, in the church — and not see how
necessary was all of the tragedy of Calvary? How can we not say, “| am responsible for
this innocent man’s death?”

God’s solution we hear in the words of Jesus, “Father, forgive them.” His actions
were far different from those other lambs. For this lamb fulfilled the blood price and set
us free from all those sins of yesterday, today, and tomorrow. He offers this benefit to
you simply through faith. He offers faith to you in baptism, in the Lord’s Supper, and in
his word. Because his was a perfect sacrifice of both God and man, his sacrifice counts
for all, for all time.

So what shall we do? How shall we treat this great offering, once for all? Are we
the unappreciative child who gleefully announces, “My parents will buy me another?”
No, we are humbled and blessed by our Savior’s sacrifice. We come before him with
hearts full of sorrow for our unworthiness, and rejoicing that we should be loved this
much! We take him at his word believing that our salvation is accomplished and then
desire to spend the rest of our lives acting as if it is up to us. We preach Christ
crucified ONCE FOR ALL TIME. Amen.



